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Project duration: 1 year

In 2017, 73.4% of Mozambicans living in urban 
areas had access to electricity, while only 
2.2% of the rural population was connected 
to the grid. Those who have mobile phones 
and live in remote areas have to travel up to 
30 km to charge them, which consumes a 
lot of time they could use for other income-
generating activities. 

Our grant to Naturvernforbundet and ADEL 
Sofala enabled these 2 NGOs to set up 20 
phone charging systems in Savane and 
Nhangau,  located near the coast in central 
Mozambique, north of the port city Beira. 
Each phone charging system includes one 
200W PV-panel, as well as batteries and 
charge control cables which can charge up 
to 20 mobile phones per day or two haircut 
machines. 

Each installation is managed by a small 
group. These groups are responsible for 
maintaining the equipment and managing 
the fees collected from their use. Women 
were encouraged to take leadership roles in 
these groups, which resulted in nearly half of 
the groups (9 of them) being led by women. 

Local administrative leaders were involved in 
the process of mapping the places to put the 

stations and determining the beneficiaries 
associated with these locations. The 
members of the management groups and 
their families, 350 people, directly benefit 
from this project. 

Each group makes up to 2.50 USD a day 
for their work. Within the first year they 
will have to refund a part of the installation 
cost with the money they have earned. This 
contribution will then be used to implement 
6 additional charging systems in 2023. 
The management groups can keep the 
remaining money and invest into additions 
to their stations or other small businesses 
that need electricity, therefore their income 
can continue to rise. Thanks to the increased 
access to energy, they can also save time and 
money and more easily start or grow their 
own small business. This helps to eradicate 
poverty in the region. 

To ensure that the charging points remain 
operational, ADEL will support and monitor 
the management groups further and train 
young people in the maintenance of the 
PV-systems, so that these young people 
can then also provide services for other 
small scale PV-systems in the future, e.g. in 
schools, and have an income of their own. 
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CLIMATE STORIES 2020 

Off-grid solar charging stations for two towns

Climate Fund Projects

Focus on energy poverty 
and multiple Sustainable 
Development Goals

New projects annually in 
developing countries

Run and monitored 
by trusted NGOs

Selected by an  
independent jury

In 2020, the Fund  
granted 230,000 € 
for 13 new projects

All EKOenergy users 
contribute 0.10 € / MWh 
to the Fund

Text: Luzie Götze

Photo: ADEL Sofala
In 2020, EKOenergy granted 15,000 € to Naturvernforbundet (Friends of the Earth Norway) 
and its partner organisation ADEL Sofala to install 20 solar-powered phone charging 
stations in two towns near the east coast of Mozambique.



EKOenergy is the global ecolabel for energy (electricity, gas, heat and cold). 
We are a non-profit initiative working to fight climate change, protect biodiversity 
and realise the Sustainable Development Goals. 

Energy with the EKOenergy ecolabel fulfils additional sustainability criteria. 
Through our ecolabel we also raise money for our Climate Fund, which is used to 
finance new renewable energy projects in developing countries.

EKOenergy’s network of authorised sellers makes EKOenergy-labelled energy 
easily available in over 65 countries worldwide. Many consumers of EKOenergy-
labelled energy choose to use our ecolabel on their website or products to 
demonstrate their commitment to a 100% renewable and sustainable world. 

EKOenergy users include large international businesses such as SAP, VMware, 
Tetra Pak, Pampers, Workday, SCHOTT and the Iliad Group, as well as cities, 
public organisations and individual households.

Recommended by environmental organisations 

Extra criteria to minimise the impact of energy production on nature.    
For example, hydropower installations with fish passes and wind turbines 

outside important bird areas

Renewable energy tracked by EACs, such as GOs and I-RECs 
(In line with Greenhouse Gas Protocol Scope 2 Guidance)

Contributes to renewable energy projects in developing countries, ad-
vancing the realisation of multiple Sustainable development goals

Available and recognised worldwide

Supports the promotion of  a transition to renewable energy worldwide

EKOenergy      Other renewable      Grid mix
      energy        











Sustainability criteria: additional value for our planet

?

?

 

-
-
-

-

-

-

-
-
-

EKOenergy is recommended by many international environmental standards such as CDP,  
the Greenhouse Gas Protocol, Greenkey for hotels and LEED-certification for buildings.

”EKOenergy represents the best 
available option for the sustainable 

and additional consumption of 
renewable electricity within Europe.”

”Ecolabels are a way for companies 
to do more with their purchases. 

EKOenergy, mentioned by the GHG 
Protocol Scope 2 Guidance, is such 

an option: it is a mark of quality which 
comes on top of tracking certificates.” 

“A growing number of hotels in Europe 
have already switched to EKOenergy 

and include the EKOenergy logo in their 
communication with their guests. Follow 

their lead and go the extra mile.”
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EKOenergy - the global ecolabel for renewable energy

Endorsed by globals standards


