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Supporting vulnerable refugee and host communities in northern Lebanon

Project duration: 12 months

In June 2024, EKOenergy granted €55,485 from its Climate Fund to the non-profit
organisation Concern Worldwide. This enabled them to equip four collective shelters and
ten informal settlements hosting Syrian refugees in northern Lebanon with solar power
systems. The project improved residents' safety and well-being, reduced reliance on
costly diesel generators, and benefited more than 1,700 people.

Amidst the challenging social, economic,
and political situation in  war-torn
Lebanon, both refugees and host
communities are facing numerous
problems. In some regions, fuel shortages
lead to power cuts lasting up to 22 hours a
day, which results in the increased need
for diesel generators. However, high fuel
prices drastically limit access to this
solution. In March 2025, a new emergency
response was needed. Following the fall of
the Assad regime and subsequent clashes,
more people fled to northern Lebanon,
leading to a sharp increase in
humanitarian needs among new arrivals.

To mitigate these difficulties, Concern,
with financial support from EKOenergy,
installed reliable, decentralised and
affordable solar power energy systems. In
four collective shelters housing newcomer
families, they deployed solar panels and
batteries, ranging between 5 kWp and 10
kWp each. It ensured uninterrupted
lighting in common areas, particularly
staircases and areas adjacent to toilets.
This way, it enhances safety and
accessibility, especially for women and
children.

Additionally, solar street lights were set up
in ten informal settlements to improve
visibility, security, and safer movement
within the sites, including at night.

Apart from many other benefits, the
installation of 24/7 solar-powered lighting
in the collective shelters has reduced the
risks of sexual violence and harassment,
mainly in common areas, such as toilets
and bathrooms, where women and other
at-risk groups faced higher exposure.
Previously, many of them had to move in
groups or avoid these places after dark.In
informal settlements, the installation of 90
solar streetlights has strengthened overall
safety and accessibility, notably benefiting
women and children and enabling risk-free
movement within the sites at all times of
day. In total, this initiative improved the
daily lives of 1,763 people.

This project, implemented by Concern and
financed by EKOenergy, has once again
demonstrated how renewable energy can
change people’s lives for the better. As a
result of this collaboration, several
Sustainable Development Goals have been
achieved, including SDG 3 (Good health
and well-being), SDG 5 (Gender equality),
SDG 7 (Affordable and clean energy), and
SDG 16 (Peace, justice, and strong
institutions).

Thank you to all those involved in
implementing this impactful project, and
thanks to EKOenergy sellers and users.
Together we contribute to a more
sustainable and fair future for all!
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EKOenergy - the global ecolabel for renewable energy

EKOenergy is the global ecolabel for energy (electricity, gas, heat and cold).
We are a non-profit initiative working to fight climate change, protect biodiversity
and realise the Sustainable Development Goals.

Energy with the EKOenergy ecolabel fulfils additional sustainability criteria.
Through our ecolabel we also raise money for our Climate Fund, which is used to
finance new renewable energy projects in low- and middle-income countries.

EKOenergy's network of authorised sellers makes EKOenergy-labelled energy
easily available in over 80 countries worldwide. Many consumers of EKOenergy-
labelled energy choose to use our ecolabel on their website or products to
demonstrate their commitment to a 100% renewable and sustainable world.

EKOenergy users include large international businesses such as Microsoft, SAP,
Pampers, Mercedes-Benz, SCHOTT and the lliad Group, as well as cities, public
organisations and individual households.

Sustainability criteria: additional value for our planet

EKOenergy  Other renewable Grid mix
energy

Recommended by environmental organisations 4 ? -

Extra criteria to minimise the impact of energy production on nature.
For example, hydropower installations with fish passes and wind turbines
outside important bird areas

Renewable energy tracked by EACs, such as GOs and I-RECs
(In line with Greenhouse Gas Protocol Scope 2 Guidance)
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Contributes to renewable energy projects in developing countries,
advancing the realisation of multiple Sustainable Development Goals

Available and recognised worldwide
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Supports the promotion of a transition to renewable energy worldwide

Endorsed by global standards

EKOenergy is recommended by many international environmental standards such as CDP,
the Greenhouse Gas Protocol, Greenkey for hotels and LEED-certification for buildings.

A growing number of hotels in Europe "Ecolabels are a way for companies

have already switched to EKOenergy to do more with their purchases. "EKOenergy represents the best
and include the EKOenergy logo in their EKOenergy, mentioned by the GHG available option for the sustainable
communication with their guests. Follow Protocol Scope 2 Guidance, is such and additional consumption of

their lead and go the extra mile.” an option: it is a mark of quality which renewable electricity within Europe.”
comes on top of tracking certificates.”
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