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Advancing clean energy, health and education in rural Malawi

Project duration: 6 months

e

In August 2025, EKOenergy granted €59,990 from its Climate Fund to Renew'N'Able
Malawi (RENAMA) for the “Schools that Shine” project in four off-grid primary schools in
southern Malawi. The project brought solar power and safe drinking water to nearly 8,000

pupils and the surrounding communities.

Many rural villages in southern Malawi are
located far from the national electricity
grid and face frequent climate-related
water shortages. This affects people's daily
lives in many ways. Lack of access to
lighting hinders activities after sunset and
there are frequent outbreaks of
waterborne diseases.

With  the financial support from
EKOenergy, the Malawian NGO RENAMA
installed solar systems, including lithium
battery packs, in 4 primary schools. Two of
the systems have a capacity of 5 kWp, and
two have a capacity of 3 kWp. e for system
maintenance.

The systems provide reliable lighting and
power for classrooms and basic services.
Solar-powered water pumping systems
and 10,000-litre storage tanks now supply
clean water through multiple taps at each
school, benefiting both students and
nearby households. In the two schools that
received a 5 kWp system, solar energy
kiosks were constructed. These now
provide power for phone charging, barber
services, refrigeration, and the sale of solar
lights, while generating income for system
maintenance.

The project has improved learning
conditions by enabling evening study
sessions and reducing absenteeism linked
to unsafe water. The final report also

mentions heightened enthusiasm among
students for after-dark homework, with
even adult learners joining supervised
sessions. Community members also save
time and money as they no longer have to
travel long distances to charge phones and
access other basic services.

From the start, RENAMA involved local
chiefs, school committees, parents, and
students in planning and implementation
to ensure ownership and sustainability.
Families contribute to a “clean water fund”
for repairs. The revenues are managed
through dedicated bank accounts, and
trained community committees handle
basic technical and financial management.

This project illustrates very well how the
introduction of decentralised renewable
energy  solutions  advances  several
Sustainable Development Goals at once:
SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-Being), SDG 4
(Quality Education), and SDG 6 (Clean Water
and Sanitation). Well-targeted and carefully
planned projects like this one can
transform rural schools into hubs of
learning, health, and opportunities.

We would like to thank everyone who
contributed to making this project a reality,
from community members to school staff
and the dedicated staff at RenewN'Able
Malawi. Also a big thanks to all users and
sellers of EKOenergy-labelled energy!
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Focus on energy
poverty and multiple
Sustainable
Development Goals

New projects
annually in low- and
middle-income
countries

Projects run and
monitored by trusted
NGOs

Selected through a
transparent process

In 2025, EKOenergy
approved grants for
16 new projects

All EKOenergy users
contribute 0.10 €/
MWh to the Climate
Fund
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EKOenergy - the global ecolabel for renewable energy

EKOenergy is the global ecolabel for energy (electricity, gas, heat and cold).
We are a non-profit initiative working to fight climate change, protect biodiversity
and realise the Sustainable Development Goals.

Energy with the EKOenergy ecolabel fulfils additional sustainability criteria.
Through our ecolabel we also raise money for our Climate Fund, which is used to
finance new renewable energy projects in low- and middle-income countries.

EKOenergy's network of authorised sellers makes EKOenergy-labelled energy
easily available in over 80 countries worldwide. Many consumers of EKOenergy-
labelled energy choose to use our ecolabel on their website or products to
demonstrate their commitment to a 100% renewable and sustainable world.

EKOenergy users include large international businesses such as Microsoft, SAP,
Pampers, Mercedes-Benz, SCHOTT and the lliad Group, as well as cities, public
organisations and individual households.

Sustainability criteria: additional value for our planet

EKOenergy  Other renewable Grid mix
energy

Recommended by environmental organisations 4 ? -

Extra criteria to minimise the impact of energy production on nature.
For example, hydropower installations with fish passes and wind turbines
outside important bird areas

Renewable energy tracked by EACs, such as GOs and I-RECs
(In line with Greenhouse Gas Protocol Scope 2 Guidance)
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Contributes to renewable energy projects in developing countries,
advancing the realisation of multiple Sustainable Development Goals

Available and recognised worldwide
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Supports the promotion of a transition to renewable energy worldwide

Endorsed by global standards

EKOenergy is recommended by many international environmental standards such as CDP,
the Greenhouse Gas Protocol, Greenkey for hotels and LEED-certification for buildings.

A growing number of hotels in Europe "Ecolabels are a way for companies

have already switched to EKOenergy to do more with their purchases. "EKOenergy represents the best
and include the EKOenergy logo in their EKOenergy, mentioned by the GHG available option for the sustainable
communication with their guests. Follow Protocol Scope 2 Guidance, is such and additional consumption of

their lead and go the extra mile.” an option: it is a mark of quality which renewable electricity within Europe.”
comes on top of tracking certificates.”
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