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MALAWI

Solar lighting for communities in Nsanje, Malawi

Project duration: 12 months

In June 2024, EKOenergy granted €39,946 from its Climate Fund to support SolarAid in
establishing a community-led solar light distribution, sales and repair network in Nsanje,
Malawi. This funding brings SolarAid closer to its goal of helping ensure that every home,
school and clinic in the area gets access to safe, clean, and solar-powered lights.

Nsanje borders Mozambique and is one of
Malawi's poorest districts, with many
isolated  communities and  limited
infrastructure. Residents don't have access
to the electricity grid, and the area is
heavily impacted by climate change. Solar
companies rarely operate in such areas
because most people cannot afford even
their cheapest products and due to high
distribution costs.

The supported project focused on
promoting solar-powered lights as a cost-
effective alternative to kerosene lamps and
other polluting lighting sources. It set up a
sales channel for solar-powered lights,
reaching 7,000 people, and created a
rental system called the Light Library,
allowing many more to benefit.

One of the sales points is Aunt Nancy's
shop. It's run by Nancy Chaima, who has
been selling solar lights for 14 years. After
Cyclone Freddy severely damaged her
unfinished shop and set her progress back
significantly, EKOenergy's support gave her
the breakthrough she needed. With
training,  mentoring and  business
management support, Nancy completed
her shop, which now serves as a visible
Energy Business hub. A fully trained
technician visits Nancy's shop three times
per year to offer local repair services,
ensuring families continue benefiting from
their solar systems long after purchase
and helping reduce e-waste.

The project also established 34 Light
Libraries across Nsanje's four education
zones. Each holds 40 solar lights that
students can borrow for €0.02 per night,
with over 35,000 borrowings recorded to
date. Schools earn a share of rental
revenue, supporting education budgets,
and many now run evening study sessions
during exam periods. Teachers report a
stronger reading culture and improved
performance, and families that got to
know solar lights through the scheme are
increasingly becoming customers.

By the end of the project, three women's

groups comprising 80 women entre-
preneurs had completed training in
business, financial literacy, and group

cohesion. Their local presence has helped
communities switch from harmful lighting
to reliable solar energy. These women
collectively support over 400 family
members, with income spent on food,
education, and home improvements. The
total revenue from rental and sales
activities in Nsanje grew rapidly during the
project period, and SolarAid expects this
growth to continue, driven by community
trust and expanding distribution networks.

Thank you to all those involved in carefully
implementing this impactful project, and
thanks to all EKOenergy sellers and users.
Projects like this wouldn't be possible
without your support. Together we can
make a real positive difference for many!
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