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Energy cafe in Tajikistan

Remote rural areas suffer the most from the lack of electricity supply.
The energy cafe in Nisur, Tajikistan, aims to provide clean energy for

the local community.

In 2017 €15,000 were allocated to the
energy cafe project. Nisur village is sit-
uated 2650 m above the sea level and
consists of 42 households. It takes at
least two days to travel from the capital,
Dushanbe, to Nisur. In December 2015,
this area experienced a severe earth-
quake, leaving the villagers even more
isolated. Therefore, the availability of
an autonomous and reliable source of
energy is crucial for the local community.

To improve the energy situation, two
local NGOs, Little Earth and Oyandasoz
launched a project to promote solar
energy. They received technical support
from Naturvernforbundet (The Norwe-
gian Society for the Conservation of
Nature) and financial support through
EKOenergy's Climate Fund.

The project includes the installation

of a solar-powered internet cafe. The
cafe was opened in October 2017 and
is equipped with 1 kW solar photovol-
taic system and 2 laptops with Internet
access. In the cafe, the villagers can
use laptops and photocopy machines,
as well as charge mobile devices. The

cafe operates on a commercial basis to
ensure further financial sustainability of
the project.

The second stage includes easy access
to solar lighting. The energy cafe will
become a distribution point of solar
lanterns. The cafe has started with 50
lanterns, which villagers can now buy
and pay by instalment. The income will
be used to renew the stock of lanterns
and to start experimenting with other
solar powered devices.

"Since the energy cafe was opened in
the village, many young people started
spending more of their spare time in
the cafe. They got the chance to learn
the basics of computer literacy and
gain more familiarity with opportunities
afforded by the Internet. Some of them
even queue up to get into the cafe” -
says the local school headmaster, Juma
Jumaev. The project not only introduces
new energy technologies but it also
helps create favourable conditions for
socio-economic development by giving
people the opportunity to receive infor-
mation and develop themselves.
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(limate Fund Projects

Focus on renewables
and energy poverty
(Global Goals 7 & 13)

New projects annually
in developing countries

Run and monitored
by trusted NGOs

Selected by an
independent jury

In 2017, the Fund
donated 190,000 €
for nine new projects

All EKOenergy users
contribute 0.10 € /
MWh to the Fund
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EKOenergy - the international ecolabel for renewable energy

EKOenergy is the international ecolabel for energy. We are a non-profit organisation
working to fight climate change, protect biodiversity and realise the Sustainable
Development Goals.

Energy sold with the EKOenergy-ecolabel fulfils strict sustainability criteria. Through
our ecolabel we also raise money for our Climate Fund, which is used to finance new
renewable energy projects in developing countries.

EKOenergy-labelled energy is sold by licensed energy companies and is available

in over 40 countries worldwide. Many of the consumers of EKOenergy-labelled
energy choose to use our ecolabel on their website or products to demonstrate their
commitment to a 100% renewable and sustainable world.

EKOenergy users include large international businesses such as SAP, Tetra Pak, VMware,
Workday and Genelec, as well as cities, public organisations and individual households.

Sustainability criteria: additional value for our planet

EKOenergy Other renewable  Grid mix

New renewable energy production via our Climate Fund v
Only the most climate-friendly bioenergy

Wind power outside bird and nature areas
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Hydropower takes into account migratory fish.
River restoration projects via our Environmental Fund.

Renewable energy tracked by EACs, such as GOs and |-RECs.
(in line with Greenhouse Gas Protocol Scope 2 Guidance)
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Wind, solar, hydro, geothermal, bioenergy

Fossil fuels, nuclear, possibly renewables _ _ v

Endorsed by other standards

EKOenergy is recommended by many international environmental standards such as CDP,
the Greenhouse Gas Protocol, Greenkey for hotels and LEED-certification for buildings.

“A growing number of hotels in "Ecolabels are a way for companies
Europe have already switched to do more with their purchases. "EKOenergy represents the best
to EKOenergy and include EKOenergy, mentioned by the GHG available option for the sustainable
the EKOenergy logo in their protocol Scope 2 guidance, is such and additional consumption of
communication with their guests. an option: it is a mark of quality which renewable electricity within Europe.”
Follow their lead and go the extra comes on top of tracking certificates.”
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