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In 2020, many of us were hopeful that the Covid crisis would be followed by a green recovery. In reality,
2021 turned out to be very different. The pandemic continued to have a serious impact on many sectors,
and the partial recovery caused the second-largest annual increase in greenhouse gas emissions. Yes, there
are also many hopeful signs that the energy transition is speeding up, but it is clearly not going fast enough. 

That's why initiatives such as EKOenergy are important. We relentlessly promote renewable energy in many
ways; from the rather abstract discussions about empowering consumers to very concrete cooperation with
our licensees and energy consumers. We further amplify the positive impact through financing new
renewable energy projects in developing countries.

We reach a larger and more diverse range of energy consumers each year. Last year, our outreach activities
included, for example, a renewable energy campaign targeting cosmetics companies. We also
enthusiastically joined the “Together for 100% renewable energy” campaign of Climate Action Network
(CAN) Europe.

We are delighted to see our efforts being recognised in 2021 too, by consumers and public entities. We
gained numerous EKOenergy users of all sizes, received the European Citizen's Prize from the European
Parliament, and Merve Güngör from our Secretariat was nominated as one of the finalists of the EU
Sustainable Energy Awards. 

In 2022, we will continue on the same path by contacting large international companies as well as their
supply chains, by setting up new renewable energy campaigns, by supporting more solar projects in
developing countries, by helping partner organisations to campaign against fossil fuels and peat, and more.
Thanks to all consumers and sellers of EKOenergy who have made it possible.

Steven Vanholme and Merve Güngör on behalf of EKOenergy’s Secretariat
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O F  T H E  S D G S  I N
2 0 2 1

Making renewable energy sourcing easier and
more impactful is at the heart of our work. Every
day, we encourage consumers to switch to
renewable energy, regardless of their size, sector,
consumption volumes or geographical location.
Our label gives consumers the opportunity to take
additional steps and go the extra mile with ease.
By choosing EKOenergy-labelled energy,
consumers contribute to our continuous efforts to
achieve a world where energy is generated and
consumed sustainably, where we live with respect
for nature and biodiversity, and where the UN
Sustainable Development Goals have been
achieved.

1. See EKOenergy’s Vision and Mission.

We published the paper EKOenergy ecolabel: 1
tool to cover 5 dimensions of leadership in the
transition to 100% renewable energy. The paper
explores how choosing EKOenergy-labelled
energy contributes to the five dimensions of
leadership as identified in the paper Business
Leadership in the Transition to Renewable
Electricity by RE100: ambition, impactful
procurement, sustainability, influence and
transparency.

Thanks to the growing demand in countries
where we have a larger number of users, such
as Germany, Sweden and Italy among others,
we are able to finance our work in other parts
of the world too. We continue promoting
renewable energy for consumers in Russia,
East Asia and Latin America by translating our
documents and by direct outreach to local
companies. 

We encourage consumers to communicate
about their renewable energy consumption
and help them inspire others. The use of our
label can make such communication easier
and clearer. Recent examples of this include
the use of our logo on products in Ecuador
and in the communication of Iliad Group. 

EKOenergy  in  2021
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https://www.ekoenergy.org/about-us/our-vision-and-mission/
https://www.ekoenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/One-tool-to-cover-five-dimensions-of-leadership-EKOenergy-publication-2021-English.pdf
https://www.ekoenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/RE100_Leadership_Paper.pdf
https://www.ekoenergy.org/ekoenergy-for-ecuador-first-consumer-tecopesca/
https://www.ekoenergy.org/iliad-group-now-powered-with-100-ekoenergy-labelled-electricity/


Climate

Fund
to combat energy 

poverty globally

River

restorations

to conserve

freshwater ecosystems

Consumer 

information
to raise awareness about 

energy consumption 

Nonprofit

ecolabel

for effective civil

society partnership

Market based

instrument
for international

climate action

to promote sustainable

cities and communities

Additional

positive impact

Growing

every year

thanks to all 

EKOenergy users!

PAGE  05 EKOenergy  in  2021

One label.
Six goals.

There are many direct links between our activities
and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Since UN DESA highlighted EKOenergy’s work in
their publication about good examples of SDG
implementation in December 2020, we made
additional efforts to emphasise these links in our
presentations, publications and outreach.

SDG 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy): We
promote the use of clean, renewable energy
worldwide. Through our advocacy work,
outreach and the projects we finance via our
Climate Fund, we underline the feasibility of
renewable energy solutions worldwide. 

SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities):
We help consumers, including cities and
communities, show leadership in the energy
transition.

SDG 12 (Responsible Consumption and
Production): We help energy consumers
worldwide make climate-friendly choices.

SDG 13 (Climate Action): Sustainable renewable
energy that has an additional positive impact on
people and biodiversity is a much-needed step
to protect our climate.

SDG 15 (Life on Land): EKOenergy's criteria take
biodiversity into account. Our ecolabel enables
us to raise issues regarding nature conservation
in our interactions with buyers and energy
companies. 

SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals):
Cooperation is key for our work. Our label helps
build bridges to connect environmental NGOs,
consumers and various energy market
stakeholders.

The projects we finance via our Climate Fund
also have many links with other SDGs such as
SDG 2 (Zero Hunger), SDG 3 (Good Health and
Well-Being) and SDG 4 (Quality Education). 



Contacts in

25+
countries

As in previous years, we worked in more than 10
languages and maintained contact with energy
companies and consumers in over 25 countries

The volumes sold with the EKOenergy ecolabel
reached their highest in 2020, with an increase of
20% from the volumes of 2019. The preliminary
numbers show that in 2021, we maintained at
least the same growth rate.

We continue to do a lot of work behind the scenes to
fight fossil fuels and promote sustainable renewable
energy: Advocating for the development of renewable
energy markets, supporting climate protests, sharing
information about fossil banks, to name a few. We
regularly evaluate our activities and impact, focusing
on the development of our ecolabelling work in
various markets.

Since the ecolabel is our most concrete instrument,
the demand for EKOenergy-labelled energy also acts
as a measure for the efficiency and relevance of our
work. 

The growth of our ecolabel enables us to do even
more by bringing our work to the attention of a larger
audience and gives us financial stability. 

From this perspective, we can be proud and thankful
for 2021: we expanded the reach of our label, the
volumes of EKOenergy-labelled energy are at a record
high and our work contributed to strengthening our
brand.

.

D E V E L O P M E N T
A N D  G R O W T H  O F
O U R  E C O L A B E L
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Outreach in

10+
languages

12
new licensed

sellers

Used in

67
countries

EKOenergy was represented by Seda Orhan at the
European Citizen's Prize Award ceremony at the

European Parliament



In 2021, several large international consumers
from different sectors started to use EKOenergy-
labelled electricity in some or all markets they are
active. We are particularly proud that Groupe
Iliad, a Paris-based telecommunication services
provider, decided that all the renewable electricity
they use should have the EKOenergy ecolabel.
Groupe Iliad buys EKOenergy-labelled wind and
solar power from local installations commissioned
after 2015, carrying the EKOenergy ecolabel. They
chose EKOenergy in order to increase the positive
impact of their purchase and support the energy
transition in Europe and worldwide.

The number of EKOenergy licensees also
continued to rise. We got 12 new licensed sellers,
including large international companies such as
Acciona, Engie Energy Management Solutions and
RWE Renewables.  

We started working with 2 operators of charging
points for electric vehicles. 

We finalised the review process of our bioenergy
criteria (for the production of electricity, gas or
heat). The new criteria focus on the use of
residues and specific types of woody biomass and
require these resources to be used in 100%
renewable energy installations. 

We continue to invest in the legal protection of
our label. We renewed and enhanced the
protection status of the EKOenergy logo in more
than 20 countries (including the UK after Brexit)
and expanded the protection to new markets
such as Indonesia, the United Arab Emirates,
Ecuador and Chile. We also protected our gas
logo in specific markets. 

Groupe Iliad buys EKOenergy-labelled wind and
solar power, from local installations

commissioned after 2015.
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At least 20% increase in the

volumes of EKOenergy-labelled

sales compared to the previous year



New users of on-site
produced EKOenergy

Consumers using EKOenergy from their on-
site installations in 2021 include Tecopesca,
ECOTEC University, Colgate-Palmolive and
Lácteos San Antonio in Ecuador, via
DeltaGlobal. In Spain, the municipality of
Espartinas, Grupo Macho, Ecopostural and
Grupo ACB (via Quantica), as well as Toro
Equipment (via Univergy Solar) began using
on-site produced EKOenergy.

By adding the EKOenergy label to solar
power produced and consumed on-site, 
 consumers can:

     show they think globally & act locally,

     help us promote renewable energy use

worldwide,

     contribute to financing off-grid solar in

developing countries,

     use our internationally recognised logo

in their communications.

The EKOenergy ecolabel can be combined with
all types of renewable energy sourcing, as long
as all EKOenergy’s criteria are fulfilled. This
includes Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs) and
on-site installations too. As the interest in PPAs
and on-site installations grows, so does the
interest of PPA facilitators and solar companies
in offering extra services, such as the additional
positive impact and communication
opportunities provided by EKOenergy.

RWE Renewables launched newGO, a PPA
product available to companies of all sizes. All
newGO contracts will carry the EKOenergy label. 

The leading provider of solar energy solutions in
Ecuador, DeltaGlobal S.A., became a licensee of
EKOenergy. As a new service, DeltaGlobal S.A
started helping owners of on-site solar
installations fulfil EKOenergy's criteria and
guiding them to communicate using the
EKOenergy logo.

Quantica (Quantum Energía Verde), a Spanish
installer of industry-scale PV installations, signed
our Licence Agreement at the end of 2020. In
2021 they helped several of their clients use
EKOenergy. In Spain, we also started a
cooperation with the solar energy company
Univergy Solar. 
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ECOTEC University (Samborondón campus) in Ecuador uses EKOenergy from
their own on-site installation.

https://renewableppa.rwe.com/newgo/


EKOenergy is one of the recipients of the
European Citizen’s Prize. The European Citizen's
Prize, awarded by the European Parliament since
2008, honours exceptional achievements in
promoting mutual understanding and interaction
between citizens or in facilitating transnational
cooperation in the EU. As the reasons for the
selection of EKOenergy, the jury listed
EKOenergy’s contribution to mitigating climate
change, achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals and promoting renewable energy sources. 

Our efforts were recognised in many ways and by
many different stakeholders in 2021.

O U R  W O R K  I S
R E C O G N I S E D
I N T E R N A T I O N A L L Y
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 "A key element was that EKOenergy deals

with a global challenge, climate change, in

a solution-oriented way. With this label,

each of us can choose environmentally

friendly energy. This label is a tool you

can trust." - Sirpa Pietikäinen, MEP.

EKOenergy's commitment to promoting
renewable energy was accepted under the
UN’s Energy Compacts initiative. Energy
Compacts are voluntary commitments from
Member States and all other stakeholders,
such as companies, NGOs and others, that
outline the specific actions they will take to
advance progress on SDG 7. In our Energy
Compact, the focus is particularly on the
annually growing impact of our Climate Fund,
through which we finance renewable energy
installations in developing countries.

We received the medal on 9 May at the Europe
Day celebration in Helsinki. Sirpa Pietikäinen,
Member of the European Parliament and a
member of the jury, explained that there were
many reasons for the selection of EKOenergy.

EKOenergy was also represented at the
award ceremony on 9 November at the
European Parliament in Brussels. 



We presented EKOenergy's work in promoting
the use of sustainable energy at the Deep-dive
Stakeholders Workshop of the UN's High-Level
Dialogue on Energy. The event took place on
19 August 2021 and explored opportunities
for catalysing action in the five thematic areas
of the UN's High-level Dialogue on Energy
towards advancing Sustainable Development
Goal 7 (Affordable and Clean energy) by 2030
and net-zero emissions by 2050. 

Merve Güngör from our Secretariat was one of
the 3 finalists shortlisted for the EU
Sustainable Energy Awards in the category of
Young Energy Trailblazer. This category
recognises outstanding activities carried out
by young people (under 35) which advance the
clean energy transition in Europe and inspire
ambitious climate and energy action.

For the EUSEW Awards public vote, the EU
Sustainable Energy Week (EUSEW) team made
a short video about Merve and the EKOenergy
project. Thanks a lot to everyone involved,
especially to Adam White from RECS
International and Bruce Douglas from
Eurelectric for agreeing to be in the video.
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Even though Merve didn't win the public vote,
the nomination and the award ceremony were
motivating experiences for our team and our
supporters. We thank all of you who voted for
Merve and sent supportive messages from all
around the world.
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Green Key’s newest criteria catalogue
recommends choosing ecolabelled
electricity and refers explicitly to
EKOenergy-labelled energy as a good
example.

We are proud that several of the Nordic
Swan Ecolabel's newly approved criteria
give extra points for the use of EKOenergy-
labelled electricity; such as the criteria for
printing companies and printed materials
as well as the criteria for food services and
conference facilities. The Nordic Ecolabel is
a prestigious ecolabel in Denmark, Finland,
Iceland, Norway and Sweden. It currently
covers 59 different product groups and
more than 200 product types. 

Recognition by other ecolabels:

In March, the British Ethical Consumer
magazine ranked EKOenergy licensee
GEUK as the best supplier of renewable
energy in the UK and in October, a large
UK not-for-profit consumer organisation
called “Which?” listed GEUK as one of the
greenest British energy suppliers. 

ForGreen, one of EKOenergy's licensed
energy suppliers in Italy, won the first prize
in the Benefit Company category of the
Impact Awards! The Impact Awards are an
initiative of the Italian Network of Benefit
Societies (NISB - Network Italiano delle
Società Benefit) and the National
Observatory on Impact Assessment. They
are granted to companies that
demonstrate a firm commitment to
reporting their social and ecological
impact. 

The Finnish Consumer magazine Kuluttaja-
lehti evaluated 20 different electricity
contracts from the 8 largest sellers. The
highest points were given to Lumme
Energia's electricity contracts and their
EKOenergy-labelled tariff 'Eko Lumme Puu'.

Also encouraging to see that several of our
active licensees got recognition in 2021 too:



By choosing EKOenergy, consumers support the
international energy transition. All EKOenergy
sellers contribute 0.10 € per MWh of their
EKOenergy sales to our Climate Fund and this
allows us to finance new renewable energy
projects in developing countries.

In order to deliver long-lasting results and
increase the chance that they will be replicated,
we make sure that all of the financed projects are
managed by experienced organisations and
implemented in cooperation with local
communities.

The projects are selected via a transparent
process, guaranteeing their quality and aiming to
maximise the positive impact of each grant.

This includes an open call with clear selection
criteria and the involvement of a jury consisting
of independent experts.

These projects generally take place in rural,
remote and off-grid areas and include
installations of solar-powered water pumps,
electrification of schools and hospitals,
installation of microgrids...

Since the first grants in 2015, our Climate Fund
has now financed 63 projects with a total sum
of 1,308,489 €. An overview of all financed
projects is available on our website.

In 2021, we got more than 300 project
applications to EKOenergy’s Climate Fund.
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W E  F I N A N C E D
R E N E W A B L E
P R O J E C T S  V I A  O U R
C L I M A T E  F U N D

EKOenergy  in  2021

Healthy schools project in Bolivia

A rural electrification project we co-financed in Nepal



We have increasingly focused on providing
direct support to local organisations that
work on renewable energy and climate
change. The project in Nigeria by the Centre
for Renewable Energy and Action on
Climate Change (CREACC) and one of the
projects in Cameroon by the African Centre
for Renewable Energy and Sustainable
Technology (ACREST) are such examples. 

We continued our successful cooperation
with the Siemenpuu Foundation, combining
the financial capacity of EKOenergy’s
Climate Fund and Siemenpuu’s experience
in development cooperation and project
management. In 2021, we co-financed 3
projects in Mali and 2 in Nepal. In
December, we signed a new cooperation
agreement for renewable energy projects in
Cambodia, Myanmar and Mali in 2022-
2025.

We remain in contact with the beneficiaries
throughout the implementation and
regularly share news and photos about the
projects on our social media. We also
published 6 new leaflets about the recently
completed projects. See the Climate Fund
page on our website.
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Solar panels power a water pump and
electric lights in a village in Nigeria

Solar-powered water pumping and
fruit driers for 2 villages in Mali

https://www.ekoenergy.org/our-results/climate-fund/
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Solar power for access to
water and education in a
Nigerian village

One of this year’s grants was an 18,000 €
grant to the Centre for Renewable Energy
and Action on Climate Change (CREACC)
to realise a solar project in Chediya,
Nigeria.

The project involved installing a solar-
powered pumping system. It includes 12
solar panels with a capacity of 350W each
and provides water to 4 drinking stands
for people, a trough for  50 cows, and a
tree nursery. The system is owned and
managed by the local community.

The second part of the project was the
electrification of the local multifunctional
business centre. CREACC installed solar
panels to bring light and electricity to 8
rooms. One is equipped with a charging
station where the villagers can recharge
small electric devices such as mobile
phones and lanterns against the payment
of a fee. Some of the rooms will be
rented, and 3 rooms will be used as
classrooms. Each classroom can fit 50
pupils.

Bolivia: Solar panels for 2 schools to provide hot
water for hygiene and to power a sprinkler system
for irrigation of the school garden.
Cameroon: Clean energy and water for 6 health
centres.
Cameroon: 40 solar-powered sewing machines to
improve peri-urban & rural women's lives.
Colombia: A solar installation for an Amazonian
indigenous health centre.
Kenya: Clean energy and safe water for a fishing
community.
Mali: PV systems to run an electronic patient
registry and charge phones in 4 health centres.
Nepal: Small-scale solar power systems and
electrical equipment in 4 rural health posts.
Nigeria: Solar panels to improve education and
access to water (see box on the right).

Nepal: A hybrid solar-wind system for a remote
village.
Nepal: A micro-hydro system to provide electricity
and new income generation possibilities in an off-
grid village.
Mali: Solar power and solar drying equipment for a
multifunctional centre for women. 
Mali: Solar-powered water pumps for local
vegetable gardens.
Mali: PV systems for a women's literacy centre and
2 schools, and installation of solar street lamps.

We supported 13 projects in 2021
 

Co-funded with the Siemenpuu Foundation:

A solar water heater for use in a rural health center in Mali



E K O E N E R G Y - L A B E L L E D
H Y D R O P O W E R  A N D
F I N A N C I N G  F O R  R I V E R
R E S T O R A T I O N  &  D A M
R E M O V A L S

In 2021, we granted 15,000 € to an urban river
restoration project of Virho (Finnish Society for
Stream Conservation) in Karkkila, Finland. The
town of Karkkila has a long industrial history
and the local river has been completely
surrounded by factory buildings and parks. As
a result, the river looked more like a degraded
canal than a healthy river. With the grant,
Virho and local partners started restoring a

For every MWh of sold EKOenergy-labelled
hydropower, the seller contributes 0.10 € to
EKOenergy's Environmental Fund. Through these
contributions, we finance river restoration
projects. Our sustainability criteria help us bring
up nature and biodiversity in our daily contacts
with energy companies and consumers. With
regard to hydropower, the focus is on fish
migration, continuous flow and river habitats. 
In 2021, less than 10% of EKOenergy-labelled
sales came from hydropower installations. As a
result, the Environmental Fund is much smaller
than our Climate Fund. Since the start of our
ecolabel, we have granted in total 436,072 € to 25
river restoration projects. 
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We published a new River Story leaflet about
another river restoration project in Lower Saxony,
Germany, to which we granted 21,984.94 € in
2020. That project was finalised in 2021. 

On 19 January, Steven Vanholme from our
Secretariat presented EKOenergy's criteria for
hydropower and our Environmental Fund at the
Hydropower Europe NGO roundtable.

large part of the riverbed and the first results are
now visible. Virho published several videos about
the restoration work on their Facebook page.

https://www.ekoenergy.org/our-results/environmental-fund/
https://fb.watch/7o_k0dFXg2/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1821615108036408


As part of the EU-funded Freshabit LIFE project
of the Finnish Association for Nature
Conservation, EKOenergy contributed to the
work regarding the impact of hydropower on
the Finnish freshwater systems. The project
officially ended in 2021, but our work in this
field will continue in the upcoming years. 
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Through our ecolabel, we promote renewables
and ecolabelled energy with a tangible impact in
particular. We get in touch with stakeholders in
a wide range of markets all over the world and
raise awareness about such topics as the impact
of energy production on nature, availability of
renewables in the market, and more. Every
EKOenergy user helps amplify our united voice.

EKOenergy  in  2021

RAISING AWARENESS

ABOUT RENEWABLES

AND EKOENERGY 

In the past year, we had numerous bilateral
meetings with consumers and energy
companies. Virtual meetings have become
much easier than ever before, allowing us to
reach a higher number of people globally.

Our outreach focused on 10 good reasons to
work with EKOenergy. These include our
non-profit character, the way we combine
climate protection and nature conservation,
our contribution to the realisation of the
Sustainable Development Goals and the use
of our internationally recognised logo. We
prepared the presentation “10 reasons to
choose EKOenergy” in 4 languages, and
made a leaflet about the same topic,
available in 6 languages. See  10 reasons to
choose EKOenergy ecolabel, 10 bonnes
raisons de choisir EKOénergie and 10
buenas razones para elegir EKOenergía. 

To multiply the impact of our work, we actively
cooperate with energy sellers and sustainability
consultants working in the field of renewable
energy purchase. We organise regular meetings
and provide them with updated materials. 

https://www.ekoenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/10-reasons-to-choose-EKOenergy-leaflet-English.pdf
https://www.ekoenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/10-reasons-to-choose-EKOenergy-leaflet-French.pdf
https://www.ekoenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/10-reasons-to-choose-EKOenergy-leaflet-Spanish.pdf


Following our previous campaigns for the
brewery sector, green buildings and the
fashion industry, we targeted companies
producing beauty products in 2021. Several
are already using EKOenergy-labelled energy
and we encouraged many others to follow their
example. The materials we used include
leaflets such as Did you know that beauty can
be powered by green energy?, Make up your
mind for the planet and presentations such as
EKObeauty, the renewable climate care routine
our planet needs.

We updated many other leaflets and
presentations in various languages. These can
be found on:
https://www.ekoenergy.org/extras/downloadab
les/ 

We published interviews with new consumers
(see our User Stories), articles about technical
aspects such as avoidance of double counting
and news from the Climate Fund projects we
financed. 
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We continued to encourage buyers to
communicate about their renewable energy
use so that they inspire others to do the
same. Consumers of EKOenergy-labelled
energy can use our logo in their
communication. We summarized the dos
and don’ts with regard to the use of our logo
in a new one-pager, currently available in
English and in Spanish. 

We sent out 14 newsletters, all of which can
be found in our Archive.

We had once more a very active year on
social media too.

We actively use Twitter to share relevant
information about developments in the
renewable energy sector, as well as
general news about climate change and
climate action. Our tweets, partially
thanks to 6 retweets by Greta Thunberg,
got 2.81 million impressions.

https://www.ekoenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/EKObeauty-leaflet-1-English-compressed.pdf
https://www.ekoenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/EKObeauty-leaflet-2-English-compressed.pdf
https://www.ekoenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/EKObeauty-presentation-English-2020.pdf
https://www.ekoenergy.org/extras/downloadables/
https://www.ekoenergy.org/why-buy/users/
https://www.ekoenergy.org/ekoenergys-approach-with-regard-to-unique-claims-and-avoidance-of-double-counting/
https://www.ekoenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/what-can-you-communicate-as-ekoenergy-user-leaflet.pdf
https://www.ekoenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/what-can-you-communicate-as-ekoenergy-user-leaflet-spanish.pdf
http://www.ekoenergy.org/news/newsletter-archive/


We also use Instagram and Facebook for
sharing information about EKOenergy’s
activities, achievements and other
climate-related news. 

We published many new videos on our
YouTube channel, including short
presentations about the EKOenergy
ecolabel in German and Portuguese and a
video about the first years of EKOenergy:
https://youtu.be/Nm08U3GnU3I

Our LinkedIn account exceeded 5000
followers in 2021.

24 new
videos  on
YouTube

+1300 tweets  and
2.81mi l l ion

unsponsored
impress ions  on

Twit ter

+187,000
unsponsored
impress ions
on L inkedIn

 +10k
unsponsored

monthly
impress ions  
on Instagram
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJtqduD7ghXHFM0uU06J7TA
https://twitter.com/EKOenergy_
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ekoenergy-ecolabel/
https://www.instagram.com/ekoenergy/
https://youtu.be/iCR6RIc-EhI
https://youtu.be/C3iUc1x_mc4
https://youtu.be/Nm08U3GnU3I


VISIBILITY WE GOT

IN VARIOUS

LANGUAGES

The EU Sustainable Energy Week (EUSEW) team
made a short video about the finalists of this
year’s Sustainable Energy Awards (see also
Chapter 3). The video for Merve's nomination
explains EKOenergy's work and highlights how
we help advance the clean energy transition by
inspiring climate and energy action. The video is
available on our YouTube channel:
https://youtu.be/jDyorfQZLes

The I-REC (International Renewable Energy
Certificate) Foundation published an interview
with Merve Güngör about why energy tracking is
important for our ecolabel and what role
EKOenergy plays in the development of the
international renewable energy market. 

Becour, one of our licensees, interviewed Steven
Vanholme about EKOenergy’s work and the new
trends in the renewable energy market. The
video was published as part of their REflections
series.

Following Merve Güngör’s presentation at their
customer services working group meeting,
TESAB (Eurelectric Turkey) published
information about how the EKOenergy ecolabel
empowers energy consumers in their December
2021 bulletin (in Turkish).

EKOenergy got visibility in many countries and
languages in 2021.

PAGE  19 EKOenergy  in  2021

Practical Action, one of the beneficiaries of
our Climate Fund grants, published a short
interview with Steven Vanholme in their
Small World Magazine.

Opetushallitus, the Finnish National Agency
for the European Solidarity Corps,
published an article about EKOenergy’s
work in Finnish and Swedish.  

Climate Action Network Europe shared
information about EKOenergy in their
“Energy transition exhibition" as well as in
the overview of “Stories of hope and power”
for the Together for 100% renewable
energy campaign.

https://youtu.be/jDyorfQZLes
https://www.irecstandard.org/news/i-rec-standard-foundation-interview-with-merve-gungor-from-ekoenergy/#/
https://youtu.be/Kr9QUT8Kpas
https://media-exp1.licdn.com/dms/document/C4D1FAQHrO6F0gXb4Hg/feedshare-document-pdf-analyzed/0/1640783093881?e=1641290400&v=beta&t=10DHh2ybWgvFy6jMzjayChM1cxeK7elhiDFGcK2-754
https://practicalaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Small-World-74.pdf
https://practicalaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Small-World-74.pdf
https://www.oph.fi/fi/uutiset/2021/pitkaan-jatkunut-vapaaehtoistyo-suomen-luonnonsuojeluliitossa-edistaa-uusiutuvan
https://caneurope.org/energy-transition-campaigns-exhibition-2-2/
https://caneurope.org/campaigns/together-for-100-renewable-europe-by-2040/


EKOenergy consumers appeared in various
media outlets, for example, Espartinas  on
Energias Renovables  and Grupo ACB on Cocina
Integral.

Bigpowernews.ru published an article  about our
first Russian licensee Uralenergosbyt.

An article about the developments in the
Russian renewable energy market on
Energypolicy.ru referred to EKOenergy’s
activities. 

Fugitive Radio interviewed us about our work
and our participation in climate demonstrations. 

Several of our volunteers got the opportunity to
present their work in various media: 

Wael Boubaker presented EKOenergy in
Arabic on Alaraby TV, the interview is
available with English subtitles on our
YouTube channel.

Tamara Verenich wrote about EKOenergy in
the Russian magazine Vegetarian.

Wael Boubaker wrote an article about
EKOenergy for the Journal du Dimanche
Tunisie website.
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Icíar Montes presented her European
Solidarity project at EKOenergy on radio
Villacañas.

Maison d’Europe des Yvelines, the
supporting organisation for European
Solidarity Corps, published a video about the
projects of our French volunteers Milly
Wernerus and Marie Valentin.

The supporting organisation of our Russian
volunteers Sfera published an article about
the project of Tamara Verenich. 

https://www.energias-renovables.com/autoconsumo/espartinas-primer-municipio-andaluz-con-autoconsumo-en-20210630
https://www.energias-renovables.com/autoconsumo/espartinas-primer-municipio-andaluz-con-autoconsumo-en-20210630
https://www.energias-renovables.com/autoconsumo/espartinas-primer-municipio-andaluz-con-autoconsumo-en-20210630
https://www.cocinaintegral.net/acb-energia-fotovoltaica/
https://www.bigpowernews.ru/press/document98062.phtml
https://www.bigpowernews.ru/press/document98062.phtml
https://www.bigpowernews.ru/press/document98062.phtml
https://www.bigpowernews.ru/press/document98062.phtml
https://energypolicy.ru/klimaticheskaya-povestka-versiya-2-0/energetika/2021/14/16/
https://fugitive-radio.net/2021/11/03/fugitive-frequency-episode-11-finance-for-future/
https://youtu.be/fZ7qYwtDAeY
https://vegetarian.ru/articles/pochemu-sleduet-perekhodit-na-vozobnovlyaemye-istochniki-energii-i-kak-eto-delayut-v-rossii.html
https://jdd-tunisie.com/ar/2021/05/%d9%88%d8%a7%d9%82%d8%b9-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%aa%d8%ba%d9%8a%d8%b1-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d9%86%d8%a7%d8%ae%d9%8a-%d9%88%d9%85%d8%b3%d8%aa%d9%82%d8%a8%d9%84-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b7%d8%a7%d9%82%d8%a7%d8%aa-%d8%a7/
https://dobrovolets.ru/volontyorstvo-v-razgar-koronavirusa/


We were a partner association of the Corporate
Energy Series conference this year too. CES 2021
took place virtually on 8-9 March. The event
touched upon corporate PPAs, EACs, on-site
generation, Scope 2 and Scope 3 emissions,
regulatory updates, business strategies and more.
Merve Güngör from EKOenergy moderated the
“Achieving 100% renewable energy beyond
borders” session and Steven Vanholme
moderated the session on “Reaching 100%
renewables and beyond”.

On 16 April, our Russian volunteer Tamara
Verenich made a presentation about the available
renewable energy solutions at the "Strengthening
Nordic-Russian NGO network in promotion of
climate change mitigation for local development"
seminar in Kaliningrad.
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Remote working practices becoming more common
has certainly helped us participate in a higher
number of events digitally. Apart from the many
events that we joined as attendees, in some of the
events we presented our work or got involved as a
supporting association or a co-organiser. 

W E B I N A R S ,  E V E N T S
A N D  C O N F E R E N C E S  

EKOenergy  in  2021

On 21 April, EKOenergy and FlexiDAO
organised a brainstorming session about
time-matching renewable energy
consumption and how ecolabels could
facilitate its communication. Large energy
consumers exchanged thoughts
regarding synchronicity and we gathered
ideas about the role the EKOenergy
ecolabel could play.

On 31 May, Tamara Verenich was a
panellist at the Sustainable Energy
session of ISWI Conference on Climate
change, Environmental Conservation and
Sustainability.

EKOenergy was a proud partner
association of the RE-Source event this
year too. The conference took place on
14 and 15 October and focused on the
latest developments in sourcing
renewable energy, with particular
emphasis on PPAs. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bc7WdgKF69A


On 28 October, as one of the EUSEW Awards finalists,
Merve Güngör took part in the panel discussion during
the European Youth Energy Day along with the winner
of the Young Energy Trailblazer category award Filip
Koprčina.

This year's REC Market Meeting conference was
scheduled to take place in Amsterdam on 30 November
and 1 December. EKOenergy was particularly involved
in the organisation of the C-stream sessions, which
were meant to focus on basic information about
tracking systems, new developments and how EACs are
used in practice. Unfortunately, the conference had to
be postponed due to sudden changes in the Dutch
Covid restrictions. 

On 13 December, Merve Güngör gave a presentation
about EKOenergy's role in empowering consumers at a
webinar organised by the Turkish electricity industry
federation, TESAB (Eurelectric Turkey).
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JOINING FORCES
WITH OTHER
ORGANISATIONS

As part of Climate Action Network, along with
other NGOs, we continued to follow the
recent developments in renewable energy
legislation and raise awareness about the
ongoing attempts to present fossil gas as a
bridge fuel. We joined the Climate Action
Network and many other NGOs in a joint call
to phase out fossil gas by 2035 at the latest.

As a participant in Climate Action Network
Europe’s Working Group on Renewable
Energy, we were also actively involved in the
preparation and launch of the Together for a  

As in previous years, EKOenergy cooperated with
like-minded networks and organisations.
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100% Renewable Europe campaign. Ongoing
in 2022, this campaign combines efforts of
CAN Europe members for a faster, fair and
participatory rollout of solar and wind
energy. The campaign also touches upon the
relation between energy transition and
nature protection. 

We joined and co-financed the Finnish “Irti
turpeesta” campaign against the use of peat
for energy production. We actively promoted
the petition asking the Finnish Parliament to
put an end date on the use of peat and
participated in several campaign events.

https://caneurope.org/20-organisations-release-eu-fossil-gas-manifesto-2035-phase-out/
https://caneurope.org/together-for-100-renewable-europe-by-2040/
https://caneurope.org/together-for-100-renewable-europe-by-2040/
https://caneurope.org/together-for-100-renewable-europe-by-2040/
https://caneurope.org/together-for-100-renewable-europe-by-2040/
https://caneurope.org/together-for-100-renewable-europe-by-2040/
https://www.sll.fi/irtiturpeesta/


We were active in the IRENA Coalition for
Action’s “Towards 100% RE” working group and
contributed to the white paper Companies in
transition towards 100% renewable energy, as
well as the position paper on tracking for
renewable hydrogen and a white paper on
sector coupling (the last two to be published in
2022). 

We coordinate our positions on energy tracking
and Scope 2 accounting with initiatives
representing large renewable energy
consumers. We had several meetings with the
RE100 and the Clean Energy Buyers Alliance
(CEBA) to give consistent advice and guidance
to consumers.

Energy Web Foundation (EWF), a nonprofit
organisation developing public software for the
energy sector, is building a global interface for
procurement of renewable energy, called
Energy Web Zero. Merve Güngör from
EKOenergy is in the advisory group along with
staff from the I-REC Standard, CEBA, and RE-
Source.
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We also supported, signed/endorsed a range of
petitions, letters, and reports, including the
following:

EKOenergy endorsed the Banking on Climate
Chaos report. 

In an open letter to the World Bank Group,
EKOenergy and many others are calling on the
decision-makers to immediately adopt a
whole-of-institution commitment to end all
types of support for fossil fuels, both direct
and indirect.

EKOenergy was one of the more than 250
signatories of an open letter calling on banks
not to finance the East African Crude Oil
Pipeline.

We supported several initiatives urging the
International Energy Agency (IEA) to
concentrate on the 1.5ºC scenario and to stop
gambling on fossil gas, CCS, nuclear, and
bioenergy. In September, we were one of the
150 co-signatories of an open letter to the
IEA’s Executive Director. 

Together with more than 350 others, we
sent a letter to US president Joe Biden
urging him to stop the construction of the
Line 3 tar sands oil pipeline in Minnesota
by suspending or revoking its federal
permits.

We joined the 140+ organisations calling
on the three Japanese megabanks to
phase out financing and investments for
the fossil fuel sector. 

We supported initiatives asking for a green
recovery. Our team joined the Finnish
Association for Nature Conservation,
Greenpeace Finland, WWF and others at a
demonstration in Helsinki, where our office
is located, to remind the government that
a green recovery should be a key objective
of the budget negotiations.  

We participated in a demonstration in Helsinki,
asking decision-makers to focus on a green
recovery during the budget negotiations. 

https://www.ran.org/bankingonclimatechaos2021/
https://www.ran.org/bankingonclimatechaos2021/
https://www.brettonwoodsproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Open-letter-to-World-Bank-President-David-Malpass-and-World-Bank-leadership_FINAL_153.pdf
https://www.banktrack.org/article/over_260_organisations_call_on_banks_not_to_finance_total_s_east_african_crude_oil_pipeline
http://www.fixtheweo.org/letter/
http://priceofoil.org/2021/03/08/letter-to-biden-line-3/
http://priceofoil.org/2021/03/08/letter-to-biden-line-3/
https://world.350.org/ja/press-release/20210622-eng/
https://world.350.org/ja/press-release/20210622-eng/


O T H E R
A C T I V I T I E S  O F
E K O E N E R G Y
F O R  N A T U R E

To show our support to the Fridays for Future
movement, we participated in climate strikes in front
of the Finnish Parliament each Friday of 2021. We
support the message that:

No one is too small to make a difference and
everyone is needed
Politicians have to take the climate crisis as a
crisis and act accordingly by adopting legislation
that forces emissions to go down fast enough to
keep the global temperature rise below 1.5°C.

We participated in 2 river restoration activities along
with the Finnish Society for River Protection (Virho).
The work mainly consisted of adding gravel to the
riverbeds to improve the natural habitats of
endangered river species. 

As a nominee for the Nordic Council's Environment
Prize in 2019, EKOenergy was invited to take part in
the Nordic Relay 2021 by the Secretariat of the
Nordic Council of Ministers. The Nordlys statue
travelled across 8 Nordic countries and was hosted
by local initiatives, including EKOenergy, symbolizing
solidarity and collaboration of environmental
initiatives.

Our team participated in two waste pick-up
activities, one was organised by one of our
volunteers and the other by the Finnish Association
for Nature Conservation, in cooperation with Lidl. 
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EKOENERGY'S

SECRETARIAT
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Our new European Solidarity Corps project
covering the 2021-2027 period was approved.
This means that we are eligible for European
Solidarity grants in the coming years too, which
will allow us to continue hosting international
volunteers.

EKOenergy’s Secretariat is embedded in the
Environmental Policy Unit of the Finnish Association
for Nature Conservation. 

To support our work, we engage volunteers and
trainees from different countries. Despite the
challenges posed by the pandemic, we managed to
continue doing so in 2021 as well. 

In 2021, we hosted 11 European Solidarity
Corps volunteers from 7 countries: Nihal
Koymatli (DE), Sara Sciacca (IT), Milly
Wernerus (FR & UK), Tamara Verenich (RU),
Wael Boubaker (TU), Icíar Montes (ES), Marie
Valentin (FR), Andrea Genergard (DE), Vasarė
Gaupšaitė (LT), Lucia Sardone (IT) and Mariia
Ovsiannikova (RU). The overall time they
spent working at the EKOenergy Secretariat
equals 80 months. 

Due to the Covid restrictions in 2021, we
were able to host only one trainee, Olliveikko
Silvonen (FI).

Meeting our new German volunteer EKO-Ann after her arrival



CONTACTS
EKOenergy Secretariat
c/o Finnish Association for Nature Conservation 
Itälahdenkatu 22 b A, 00210 Helsinki, Finland
info@ekoenergy.org, www.ekoenergy.org
+358 50 5687385 (Steven Vanholme)
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We have mitigated the carbon impact of all
travel by EKOenergy staff, volunteers and
trainees via a contribution to the carbon
capture portfolio of Compensate
(www.compensate.com). At the time of our
contribution, the portfolio consisted of 9
different projects in 4 continents, including
mangrove restoration projects (Projects by
Worldview International), reforestation
projects (in Uganda, Kenya, East Timor,
Zambia and China), forest protection (in
Brazil), a biochar project (in Germany) and a
drinking water purification project (in
Bangladesh). 

EKOenergy's financial report of 2020 was
audited in April 2021 by Eeva Koivula KHT,
JHT and Petri Hiltunen KHT, from the
accounting and auditing company BDO
Finland Oy. The audit report, which was
submitted to and approved by the Council
of the Finnish Association for Nature
Conservation, is available in Finnish. Our
accounts for the working year 2021 will be
checked by the same accountants. 

http://www.compensate.com/

