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2022 was a year full of turmoil and upheaval, including a full-scale war in Europe, a massive energy crisis,
weather-related disasters, the list goes on. Yet there is still good news to give us hope in the meantime,
particularly in the field EKOenergy is active in. 

Interest in renewable energy has never been as high and the installed capacity grows rapidly in almost all
parts of the world. Reports such as the Energy Transition Narrative by RMI and Renewables 2022 by the
International Energy Agency show that this is the beginning of an impressive growth trend for solar and
wind energy and that things will change much faster than many politicians or business leaders are
imagining. If we can maintain this trend, the 1.5 degrees target remains within reach and we can put an end
to the large-scale ecocide caused by fossil fuels.

Let’s not forget though that the transition to clean energy doesn’t simply “happen”, but it is the result of the
combined efforts of many. This is the reason why the EKOenergy ecolabel exists. With the support of sellers
and consumers of EKOenergy-labelled energy, we continue to spread the word about renewables and
climate action. At the same time, we collect funds for new installations to alleviate energy poverty for those
living in the remote, off-grid areas of developing countries. Existing EKOenergy users pave the way for
others, and together we inspire consumers worldwide to start using sustainable renewable energy.

We have a positive outlook on what we can achieve together, and we hope that reading about the impact of
our work will inspire you to be hopeful too.

Steven Vanholme and Merve Güngör on behalf of EKOenergy’s Secretariat
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M A K I N G  A  D I F F E R E N C E  D E S P I T E  T H E
M A N Y  G L O B A L  C R I S E S
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https://rmi.org/insight/the-energy-transition-narrative/
https://www.iea.org/reports/renewables-2022
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O U R  S U P P O R T  F O R
L E A D E R S H I P  A N D
T H E  R E A L I S A T I O N
O F  S D G S  I N  2 0 2 2

Making the switch to renewable energy easier and
more impactful is a fundamental part of our work.
Every day, we encourage consumers to switch to
renewable energy, regardless of their size, sector,
consumption volumes, or geographical location.
Our label gives consumers the opportunity to take
additional steps and go the extra mile with ease. 

By choosing EKOenergy-labelled energy,
consumers contribute to our continuous efforts to
achieve a world where energy is generated and
consumed sustainably, where we live with respect
for nature and biodiversity, and where the UN
Sustainable Development Goals have been
achieved.

1. See EKOenergy’s Vision and Mission.

EKOenergy's commitment to promoting
renewable energy was accepted as a UN
Energy Compact in 2021. Energy Compacts are
voluntary commitments that outline the
specific actions to advance progress on
Sustainable Development Goal 7, affordable
and clean energy for all. In our Energy
Compact, the focus is on the annually growing
impact of our Climate Fund, through which we
finance renewable energy installations in
developing countries. We submitted our first
progress report to UN-Energy in August 2022,
based on our Annual Report 2021. One of our
concrete targets includes an annual growth
percentage of 15%, which we managed to
greatly surpass in 2021 and 2022. 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are
at the heart of EKOenergy's work. Since UN
DESA (Department of Economic and Social
Affairs) highlighted our activities in their
publication about good examples of SDG
implementation in December 2020, we made
additional efforts to emphasise the link. The
projects we finance via our Climate Fund also
have many links with other SDGs such as SDG
2 (zero hunger), SDG 3 (good health and well-
being) and SDG 4 (quality education).

1
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https://www.ekoenergy.org/about-us/our-vision-and-mission/
https://www.un.org/en/energycompacts/page/registry#EKOenergyEcolabel
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/2021/12/211007-energy-compact-ekoenergy-ecolabel.pdf
https://www.ekoenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/EKOenergy-Annual-Report-2021.pdf


E K O e n e r g y  a n d  t h e  S D G s
( G l o b a l  G o a l s )  i n  2 0 2 2

Numerous bilateral
meetings with
companies
15 new clean energy
projects financed in
developing countries
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Advocacy and financing Vulnerable communities

Financial contribution to
#renewables4ukraine
campaign of WWEA
Outreach to cities and
municipality-owned
energy companies

Consumer choice

Campaigns for reaching
out to specific sectors
Regular contact with
energy consumers
Cooperation with
several brands

Climate action worldwide

Active member of
Climate Action Network
(CAN) International
Supporting campaigns
and petitions for climate
and renewable energy

Eco-friendly renewables

Criteria for protecting
biodiversity
Over 1000 installations  
assessed against our
sustainability criteria

Building connections

Cooperation with
environmental NGOs
and energy market
participants
Participation in IRENA’s
Coalition for Action

One label. Six goals.



4 of the world's largest brands got in touch with
us in 2022 and 2 of them started using
EKOenergy-labelled electricity.

16 of the RE100 companies use EKOenergy-
labelled electricity to power all or part of their
activities.

There has been more focus than ever on energy-
related issues in 2022. Many who hadn’t seen climate
protection as enough of a reason to switch to
renewables started seeing renewables as a means to
reduce costs and increase energy security. This has
given us at EKOenergy a chance to work alongside a
wider net of stakeholders to further our goal to
increase additional impact, consumers’ involvement,
renewable energy communication, and more.

Our growth gives us more opportunities to repeat the
call for a world powered by 100% renewable energy,
and we continue highlighting the importance of
choosing renewable energy sources that are in
harmony with nature. None of these activities would
be possible without the growing group of EKOenergy
sellers and consumers. 

2022 was another record year for EKOenergy. The
total volume of EKOenergy-labelled energy reached a
new high, we continued to expand our network of
authorised sellers and in response to the requests
from these sellers, we checked more than 1000
production devices against our sustainability criteria.

O U R  C O N T I N U O U S
G R O W T H  A N D
I M P A C T
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First local

EKOenergy

sellers in

Peru
Panama
Thailand

Outreach in

10+
languages

17
new authorised

sellers

Used in

69
countries

Contacts in

30+
countries



In 2022, EKOenergy got its first authorised sellers
in Peru, Panama and Thailand.

17 new energy suppliers and energy service
providers have signed the EKOenergy Agreement,
enabling them to offer EKOenergy-labelled
energy. These include companies from Belgium,
India, Turkey and the United States.

German magazine WirtschafsWoche published a
ranking of “German employers that contribute
most to the common good” based on how a
company is perceived by people in the area. The
top 15 features 5 companies that use EKOenergy-
labelled renewables, including the software
company SAP and glass manufacturer SCHOTT.
This is probably not a coincidence: Companies
that have a focus on their energy, climate and
environmental strategy contribute more to the
common good and receive positive attention.

We have received 200 project proposals for clean
energy installations to grant support via our
Climate Fund (see page 16).

The EKOenergy label is increasingly available all
around the world. In 2022, we continued our
close cooperation with the I-REC Standard
Foundation to inform energy companies and
consumers about using renewable energy in a
growing number of countries. The EKOenergy
label is also used for renewable energy tracked
with TIGR certificates, Australian LGCs (Large-
scale Generation Certificates) as well as electricity
produced and consumed on-site. 
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More than 25% increase in the

volumes of EKOenergy-labelled

sales compared to the previous year

EKOenergy  in  2022



Preparing for further growth

In order to efficiently manage the increasing
volumes of EKOenergy-labelled sales, we
have taken new steps to make EKOenergy's
processes easier for our authorised sellers.
EKOenergy has signed a contract with
CerQlar for the development of an online
tool called EKOdirect.

CerQlar is born in 2020 to set new
technology standards in the environmental
certificate markets. The company is based in
Amsterdam.

The EKOdirect tool will enable our sellers to:

Glass manufacturer SCHOTT closed 2 PPAs
(Power Purchase Agreements) with Engie for
the supply of EKOenergy-labelled solar and
wind in Germany, Virta’s EV charging ports in
Finland now provide consumers with
sustainable renewable energy that carries our
ecolabel, and the solar energy company
Quantica in Spain guarantees to all their new
clients that their on-site produced and
consumed energy carries the EKOenergy label
for the first 2 years. 

We started referring to the EKOenergy sellers
as “authorised sellers” instead of licensed
sellers. We have applied this change to our
web pages and all of our new materials. We
have also edited some of our previously
published and used texts accordingly.

We reviewed the EKOenergy Agreement
(previously “Licence Agreement”) and the
wording has been updated to reflect the new
evolutions in the sector. The updated
agreement works for all types of signatories,
including consumers who produce their own
renewable energy. There are no changes to the
rights and obligations of the authorised sellers
and other users of our logo. The updated
EKOenergy Agreement is available in 7
languages. 

Ongoing development of our
tools and processes
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The reason for this change is to make it clear
that the payments for EKOenergy are not
royalty payments, but for the service the
EKOenergy label offers to the energy
consumers who want to go the extra mile. The
fee invoiced to our sellers is used for financing
new renewable energy installations and
promoting renewable energy worldwide. 

Get an overview of pre-checked

installations online, i.e. installations that

fulfil our sustainability criteria and can be

used for the sales of EKOenergy,

Add the EKOenergy label at the time of

redemption (cancellation),

Generate proofs of EKOenergy

consumption for their clients,

Keep an overview of their EKOenergy

transactions and payments.

https://www.cerqlar.com/


We developed new leaflets and presentations
to help our authorised sellers present
EKOenergy-labelled energy to their clients. We
regularly set up meetings with new employees
of our authorised sellers and guide them
through the audit process. 

We revised our brand book based on the
experience of the past few years. The updated
brand book has been translated into French,
German, Italian, Russian and Spanish. 

We completely renewed the Portuguese,
Lithuanian and Ukrainian versions of our
website and several of our presentations and
other materials are now available in these 3
languages too. 

In 2022, we continued to reserve resources for
the protection of our logo in a growing
number of places. We registered our logo in all
new markets where we became active, such as
Vietnam and Peru, and continued to follow up
on the protection status in all countries where
the logo has been protected previously.

We updated our materials and continued to
work on translations.
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International solidarity for
clean energy, not dirty war

Russia’s full-scale war on Ukraine impacted the
energy sector in many ways. It led to an energy
crisis, resulted in a double-digit inflation rate,
and meant a reshuffling of priorities for many of
the energy companies and consumers we are
working with.

The invasion had a direct impact on
EKOenergy’s work in the EECCA area. For the
past 6 years, we had made a lot of efforts to
promote renewable energy and support the
development of a renewable energy market in
Russia.

We were among the first to provide detailed
information about energy tracking in Russian
and some of the first renewable energy sales in
Russia carried the EKOenergy ecolabel. In
response to the unprovoked aggression by
Russia, and also due to the international
sanctions, we have drastically reduced our
efforts and instead put our focus on promoting
renewable energy in Ukraine, the Caucasus and
Central Asia. 

The war has shown us the devastating side
effects of our fossil fuel addiction, as well as the
unacceptable risks nuclear energy can bring,
especially in times of chaos. As a member of
Climate Action Network Europe (CAN Europe)
and European Environmental Bureau (EEB), we
supported initiatives in favour of a 50%
renewable energy target by 2030 as a way to
make Europe independent from Russian fossil
fuels.

Throughout the year, we also grasped
opportunities to show our solidarity with
Ukraine.

https://caneurope.org/content/uploads/2022/05/Repower-for-the-People-PolicyBriefing.pdf


Immediately after the full-scale invasion, we
decided to use a part of our European Solidarity
Corps budget to welcome 2 Ukrainian volunteers
to our team. We have selected another Ukrainian
volunteer to join us in the beginning of 2023.  

We published an interview with Olga Sukhopara,
Director of Development at the Ukrainian
Association of Renewable Energy (UARE) about
how Ukraine can cut its ties with fossil fuels and
the next steps for renewables in Ukraine.

We signed and shared several declarations in
solidarity with the people affected by Russia's
brutal aggression and joined several anti-war
demonstrations in Helsinki. The declarations and
letters we signed include:

End global fossil fuel addiction that feeds
Putin’s war machine

100 Days of the War - It is time for Europe,
the US, and the world to be on the right side
of history

Now is the moment to accelerate the just,
renewable energy future and end the fossil
fuel era
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We decided to spend 20,000€ of our 2022
campaign budget on actions to support the
deployment of renewable energy in Ukraine
to provide civilians with access to power. To
make a lasting positive impact, we did this in
cooperation with the #renewables4ukraine
campaign of the World Wind Energy
Association.

Our contribution will be partially used to
support initiatives to highlight the
importance of renewable energy in the
reconstruction of Ukraine’s energy
infrastructure and to promote the uptake of
renewable energy in Ukraine. The remaining
part will be used to set up renewable energy
installations in an area heavily impacted by
blackouts due to Russian attacks.

EKOenergy donates 20,000 €
for renewables in Ukraine

https://www.ekoenergy.org/renewables-in-ukraine-whats-next/
https://www.with-ukraine.org/
https://www.with-ukraine.org/100-days-of-the-war
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/energy-justice/pdfs/2022-4-27_Letter-to-World-Leaders-re-End-Fossil-Fuel-Era-Accelerate-Transtion-to-Renewable-Energy.pdf


To support our outreach efforts, we updated
our leaflet for EKOenergy-labelled gas. 

We’re following up on the progress of new
initiatives in this area, especially in regard to
the development of tracking systems for
renewable gas, including green hydrogen and
renewable heat. 

We support the policy recommendations of
CAN Europe and other environmental NGOs
against new investments in fossil gas. We
regularly raised the topic in our social media
posts and we co-signed declarations and
letters against the inclusion of fossil gas in the
EU Taxonomy, the EU’s classification system
which establishes which economic activities
are considered “environmentally sustainable”.

The EKOenergy ecolabel is available for renewable
gas and heat. Most of our authorised sellers
mainly or exclusively focus on electricity and most
of our work relates to electricity and
electrification. However, we regularly present the
options for sustainable renewable gas and heat to
relevant energy companies and consumers. 

E K O E N E R G Y -
L A B E L L E D
R E N E W A B L E  G A S
A N D  H E A T

PAGE  11 EKOenergy  in  2022

EKOenergy-labelled SIP Power Gas

Primus, a manufacturer of portable cooking
devices and outdoor stoves based in Sweden,
has begun to sell canisters of EKOenergy-
labelled SIP Power Gas: Biopropane made
from food residues. The brand is known for its
reliable, safe and innovative products.

Local seller in Finland offering
EKOenergy-labelled district heating

In Porvoo, consumers connected to the
district heating network of Porvoon Energia
can opt for EKOenergy-labelled heat since
June 2022. Porvoon Energia has been an
enthusiastic seller of EKOenergy-labelled
electricity for many years, we're happy to have
extended our cooperation to the sector of
renewable heating.

https://www.primusequipment.com/eu/en-gb/service-center/user-guides/gas-guide/sip-power-gas
https://www.primusequipment.com/eu/en-gb/service-center/user-guides/gas-guide/sip-power-gas


EKOenergy is available for all types of renewable
energy sourcing including on-site installations
and Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs). 

EKOenergy users help us promote the use of
renewable energy worldwide, regardless of their
method of purchase.

We use their example to raise awareness about
choosing renewables and they can use our
internationally recognised logo to communicate
about making an additional positive impact
through the clean energy projects we support in
developing countries and our advocacy work.
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E K O E N E R G Y  F O R
O N - S I T E
I N S T A L L A T I O N S
A N D  P P A S

Santa Rosa brewery uses EKOenergy-labelled renewable electricity from their on-site installation

EKOenergy  in  2022

In our new leaflet for installers of solar panels,
we explain how they can help their clients use
EKOenergy-labelled electricity. The leaflet is
available in English, Spanish, French, Italian and
Russian.

Grupo Macho is a Spanish company
designing and producing stickers and
sleeves for product packaging.  They are
now using EKOenergy-labelled electricity
from their on-site installation in Morón de la
Frontera. Their use of EKOenergy is
facilitated by Quantum Energia Verde, one
of the authorised EKOenergy sellers active
in Spain.

https://www.ekoenergy.org/our-results/climate-fund/
https://www.ekoenergy.org/our-results/advocacy/
http://cervezasantarosa.com/
https://www.ekoenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/EKOenergy-leaflet-for-solar-installers-and-maintenance-companies.pdf
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First EKOenergy user in Peru

Universidad Continental Campus Huancayo
is using EKOenergy-labelled solar power from
their on-site installation. Their EKOenergy use is
facilitated by Caral Soluciones Energéticas, one
of the authorised EKOenergy sellers in Peru.

Other new users of on-site produced EKOenergy-labelled electricity in 2022 include:

Parque de la Paz La Aurora is a cemetery near
Guayaquil, Ecuador. EKOenergy seller Deltaglobal
SA installed solar panels on their buildings and
encouraged them to add the EKOenergy label on
the electricity they use on-site, since it
complements the cemetery’s sustainability
objectives and fits well with their focus on
respect and harmony.

Graficas Impacto Grafimpac is a commercial
printing company based in Guayaquil, Ecuador.
Deltaglobal SA, one of EKOenergy sellers in
Ecuador, installed a 336 kWp rooftop solar
installation for Grafimpac and facilitated their
use of EKOenergy-labelled electricity from their
on-site installation.

First EKOenergy user in Uganda

St. Mary’s Hospital Lacor is a private, non-
profit hospital located in Gulu, Uganda. Its
mission is to guarantee affordable medical
services, especially to those most in need. The
hospital's board has decided to add the
EKOenergy ecolabel to all the electricity they get
from their on-site solar installation. 

https://www.parquedelapaz.com/camposanto/sede/la-aurora
https://www.deltaglobal.com.ec/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/grafimpacsa/?originalSubdomain=ec
https://ec.linkedin.com/company/deltaglobal_ec?trk=public_post-text


SCHOTT, a leading international company in the
areas of speciality glass, glass-ceramics and glass
innovations, announced in October 2022 that
they made two Power Purchase Agreements
(PPAs) with Engie for the supply of EKOenergy-
labelled German wind and solar power. SCHOTT
has been using EKOenergy-labelled electricity for
several years through a variety of sourcing
methods in almost all countries they are active. 

We thank SCHOTT for showing leadership and
choosing the EKOenergy label regardless of the
sourcing method they use. We congratulate them
on this new step and also thank everyone who
has been involved in this deal.
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E K O E N E R G Y  U S E  T H R O U G H
P P A S  F O R  W I N D  A N D  S O L A R

EKOenergy  in  2022

"With PPAs, we want to make an even

more concrete contribution to the energy

transition. Through the EKOenergy label,

we ensure that the wind and photovoltaic

plants from which we draw electricity

meet additional sustainability criteria."

Thomas Hahn, Global Category Manager

Energy in Purchasing at SCHOTT

https://gems.engie.com/business-news/engie-and-schott-sign-two-novel-corporate-power-purchase-agreements/
https://gems.engie.com/business-news/engie-and-schott-sign-two-novel-corporate-power-purchase-agreements/


EKOENERGY

AWARDS OF 2022

Our successes and growth wouldn’t be possible
without our growing network of authorised sellers
and service providers. We are thankful to all of
them and we regularly highlight their campaigns
and achievements on our social media. We thank all
of our sellers for their efforts to make sustainable
renewable energy available to more consumers
every year.

To highlight their efforts and celebrate the work
done by our authorised sellers, we select the best
contenders in 3 categories every year.
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EKOenergy’s Oak Award is for the company who
sold the largest volumes of EKOenergy-labelled
volumes in the past year. EKOenergy’s Oak
Award 2022 went to South Pole. This is clearly a
result of their efforts to present EKOenergy as a
quality label to many of their clients.

EKOenergy's Bamboo Award is for the authorised
seller who achieved the highest growth rate of
EKOenergy-labelled sales. EKOenergy’s Bamboo
Award 2022 went to Lumme Energia, whose
sales of EKOenergy-labelled electricity had more
than doubled in 2021.

EKOenergy's Ivy Award is for honouring an
authorised seller for making outstanding efforts in
promoting EKOenergy-labelled energy.
EKOenergy’s Ivy Award 2022 went to
Deltaglobal for their passionate promotion of
EKOenergy-labelled electricity generated and
consumed on-site in Ecuador. 

https://www.ekoenergy.org/ekoenergys-oak-award-goes-to-south-pole-second-time-in-a-row/
https://www.ekoenergy.org/ekoenergys-bamboo-award-2022-goes-to-lumme-energia/
https://www.ekoenergy.org/ekoenergys-bamboo-award-2022-goes-to-lumme-energia/
https://www.ekoenergy.org/ekoenergys-ivy-award-2022-goes-to-deltaglobal-sa/
https://www.ekoenergy.org/ekoenergys-ivy-award-2022-goes-to-deltaglobal-sa/


For each MWh of EKOenergy-labelled energy sold,
0.10 € goes to our Climate Fund, allowing us to
finance new clean energy projects in off-grid areas in
developing countries. All financed projects contribute
to the fight against energy poverty and the realisation
of multiple Sustainable Development Goals. 

EKOenergy grants are managed by experienced
organisations and implemented in cooperation with
local communities to ensure long-lasting results and
replicability. The projects are selected via a trans-
parent process. This includes an open call with clear
selection criteria and the involvement of a jury con-
sisting of EKOenergy users and independent experts.
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R E N E W A B L E
E N E R G Y  P R O J E C T S
W E  F I N A N C E D  I N
2 0 2 2

EKOenergy  in  2022

In 2022, we supported
off-grid communities and
vulnerable populations...

...with 15 new
solar energy
projects

...with a
sum of
425,728 €

...in 13
developing
countries

Solar panels for improving healthcare
on the Thai - Burmese border

Our cumulative
contribution since
2015 reached ~ 2M € 

Solar energy for improving education and allowing safer maternity care in Congo
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Solar installations to facilitate healthcare and education for vulnerable communities in Balochistan, Pakistan

EKOenergy  in  2022

The total amount of grants we made from
EKOenergy’s Climate Fund in 2022 was 425,728
€. The cumulative amount we have granted
since 2015 has reached almost 2 million euros.
For more information about the projects we
have financed, see the Climate Fund page of
our website and follow us on social media for
regular updates about their progress. We also
communicate about ongoing projects in our
newsletters.

In 2022, we have been evaluating ways to
increase the positive impact we make through
these projects. We started a process to select a
multi-annual project with focus on scalability
and replicability. The decision process will be
finalised in early 2023.

We signed a new agreement to extend our
cooperation with the Siemenpuu Foundation
for the selection and long-term monitoring of
projects in Mali, Myanmar and Nepal. Since
2018 we have co-financed projects in these 3
countries with them, in addition to our regular
call for projects. We agreed to extend our
cooperation for 4 more years (2022 - 2025).

Solar power for pumping water in a
disadvantaged village in Northern Nigeria

https://www.ekoenergy.org/our-results/climate-fund/
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Solar power for reducing
maternal mortality rates in
rural Malawi

In rural areas of Malawi, over 90% of
health centres and maternity wards are
off-grid. With the grant from EKOenergy,
the local non-profit Renew’N’Able Malawi
(RENAMA) installed solar PV panels, hybrid
inverters and batteries in 4 rural health
centers. Electricity brings safety and also
enables the use of equipment such as life
saving-oxygen concentrations. In two of
these health centres, they installed solar-
powered water pumps to provide clean
running tap water. 

Approximately 96,000 inhabitants now
benefit from a higher quality of healthcare
services, particularly in maternity wards.

To ensure the long-term sustainability of
the solar installations, training was
provided to the centres' management
committees and the officials from the
District Health Office. The involvement of
the village leaders and the local
communities themselves helped foster
local ownership of the project.

Myanmar: 30,000 € for solar panels to improve
medical services in 8 health clinics in Karen State.

Gambia: 15,000 € for a solar-powered pump and
drip irrigation system to alleviate food poverty in
Jiffarong village.

Malawi: 38,990 € for the installation of solar
panels for 4 rural health centres.

Uganda: 30,000 € for a solar installation to power
key equipment in maternal and child health
facilities.

Tanzania: 20,000 € to replace diesel pumping
systems with solar power in two districts in the
Manyara region.

India: 34,038 € to bring solar energy to 5 Primary
Health Centres in remote villages of Karnataka.

Pakistan: 25,000 € to give 100 households, 4
schools and 4 rural health centres access to
rooftop solar systems. 

Congo: 25,000 € to bring electricity to 3 health
centres and 3 schools providing education to
young victims of armed conflict.

In 2022 we supported 15 projects, 3 of which are
co-financed with the Siemenpuu Foundation.

Solar power for improved irrigation systems in Nepal

EKOenergy  in  2022



Kenya: 33,000 € for solar installations in 4
clinics in Kajiado County for improved
health provision & advocacy for
renewables.

Nigeria: 29,700 € to install 30 solar panels
to pump water to a village hit by a recent
cholera outbreak.

Madagascar: 30,000 € to provide solar
power for 4 schools.

Nepal: 35,000 € to install a solar-powered
water pump to improve harvest in a village.

Mali: 20,000 € from EKOenergy and 24,438
€ from the Siemenpuu Foundation to
provide women in Bougouni with solar
power and solar cookers.

Mali: 30,000 € from EKOenergy and 19,869
€ from the Siemenpuu Foundation for a
solar-powered flour mill to facilitate the
production and marketing of cereal
semolina.

Mali: 30,000 € from EKOenergy and 19,949
€ from the Siemenpuu Foundation to
introduce renewable energy solutions in
the town of Dio-Gare. 

      We co-financed 3 projects in Mali this year:

PAGE  19

Solar power for reducing maternal mortality in Malawi
PV installations for improving healthcare
for local communities in India

EKOenergy  in  2022



PAGE  20

Together with the Finnish Association for
Nature Conservation, we submitted the final
report for the LIFE Freshabit project. During
the project's 6-year run, EKOenergy financed
20 river restoration projects with a total
contribution exceeding 300,000 €. 

For every MWh of EKOenergy-labelled
hydropower sales, 0.10 € goes to EKOenergy's
Environmental Fund to support river restoration
projects. These projects are carried out in
countries or regions where EKOenergy-labelled
hydroelectricity consumption took place.

RIVER PROTECTION

EFFORTS WE

SUPPORTED

In 2021, we granted 15,000 € to the Finnish
Society for Stream Conservation (Virho) for the
restoration of a river in the town of Karkkila
(Finland). The local river is completely
surrounded by factory buildings and parks, and
looked more like a degraded canal. 10,000 €
was used in 2021 to finance the restoration of
spawning grounds, and the remaining 5000 €
was used in 2022 to co-finance a feasibility
study exploring options to restore fish
migration over the Högfors dam in the centre
of Karkkila.

We had the ambition in 2022 to finance one or
two river restoration projects in Sweden with a
total sum of 60,000 €. However, we weren’t
able to identify a suitable project. We’ll have
another selection process in 2023.

We inform energy companies about our
sustainability criteria on a regular basis. In
2022, we were asked to review the Gökyar
hydropower plant in Turkey and we approved it
as a possible source of EKOenergy-labelled
energy based on our sustainability criteria. 
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Högfors dam, Finland. We helped finance a study exploring ways to restore fish migration.

Photo: LUVY

https://www.luvy.fi/tyo-vaellusyhteyden-palauttamiseksi-karkkilan-lapi-alkoi/
https://www.luvy.fi/tyo-vaellusyhteyden-palauttamiseksi-karkkilan-lapi-alkoi/


CONSUMERS

COMMUNICATING

WITH THE

EKOENERGY LOGO
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Here are some of the consumers of EKOenergy-
labelled electricity that started communicating
using EKOenergy's name and logo in 2022:

Virta is the fastest-growing electric vehicle
charging platform in Europe and it is operating
in over 50 countries. Virta's consumers get
100% EKOenergy-labelled wind power when
they charge their electric vehicles at one of
over 5000 Virta charging points in Finland. 

All4Labels, headquartered in Germany, is one
of the world’s top label manufacturers and the
leading provider of digital printing and
packaging solutions. On Earth Day 2022, they
highlighted their choice of 100% EKOenergy-
labelled electricity through a social media post.

Santa Rosa Cerveza Artesanal, an artisanal
brewery from Ecuador, started using our logo
on their cans after Deltaglobal, the EKOenergy
seller who installed their solar panels on-site
told them about the EKOenergy label.

Jaguar Network is one of France’s leading
developers of cutting-edge technologies for the
cloud and telecommunications markets. They
inform their clients and business partners
about their choice of EKOenergy-labelled
electricity on their website.

https://www.virta.global/
https://www.ekoenergy.org/leading-ev-charging-network-virta-uses-ekoenergy/
https://www.ekoenergy.org/leading-ev-charging-network-virta-uses-ekoenergy/
https://all4labels.com/
https://www.ekoenergy.org/santa-rosa-artisanal-beer-made-with-ekoenergy/
https://www.jaguar-network.com/produit/datacenters/


EKOenergy label as a tool to
simplify energy-specific
communication

Many companies struggle with energy-specific
communication. Concepts and terminology easily
get mixed up and it can be confusing to identify the
concrete impact of using renewable energy. One of
EKOenergy's objectives is to make communication
about renewable energy easier.

The rules for the use of our logo are explained in
our brand book. Based on our experiences of the
previous years, in 2022 we have updated
EKOenergy's brand book with example texts that
consumers can directly use. 

To complement our brand book, we have also
summarised the basics in a one-pager What can you
communicate as an EKOenergy user? in 4
languages.
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7 new
videos

on
YouTube

+870 tweets  and
437,770

unsponsored
impressions on

Twitter

+203,000
unsponsored
impressions
on LinkedIn

 241 new
posts

in  total  
on Instagram

EKOenergy seller Gesternova organised an
“EKOenergy month”

The energy supplier Gesternova, one of our
authorised sellers in Spain, focused on EKOenergy
throughout the whole month of October. During the
EKOenergy month, all fixed price tariffs and all new
electricity contracts made through their website
were for EKOenergy-labelled electricity. They
updated the section about EKOenergy on their
website, posted about EKOenergy's concrete
achievements on their social media and published
blog posts about us.

On the 7th of October, the Spanish radio
programme Ecogestiona interviewed our volunteer
Maria Quero about our ecolabel and the tangible
results of EKOenergy's Climate Fund. Maria was
joined by Javier Del Fraile Tejedor, commercial
director at Gesternova.

https://www.ekoenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/what-can-you-communicate-as-ekoenergy-user-leaflet.pdf
https://www.ekoenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/EKOenergy_Brand_book_english.pdf
https://www.ekoenergy.org/extras/logo/
https://www.ekoenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/what-can-you-communicate-as-ekoenergy-user-leaflet.pdf
https://www.ekoenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/what-can-you-communicate-as-ekoenergy-user-leaflet.pdf
https://gesternova.com/ekoenergia-informacion/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ekoenergy-ecolabel_gesternova-mesdeekoenergia-activity-6984472343712575488-F6_h


With a thriving community and growing
influence, the video game sector has great
potential to take visible action. As part of our
EKOpixel campaign, we informed companies in
this sector about choosing sustainable
renewable energy.

We prepared various outreach materials such as
leaflets and short videos in 4 languages.

CAMPAIGNS AND

RAISING AWARENESS

IN VARIOUS

LANGUAGES
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In 2022, we continued to spread information
about renewable energy to various audiences, in
different languages. Most of our efforts this year
went to bilateral meetings, and to informing the
sales teams of our authorised sellers about our
ecolabel. 

Thanks to existing consumers of EKOenergy, we
set up renewable energy campaigns in order to
keep reaching out to energy consumers all over
the world. This year we launched the EKOpixel
campaign to focus our outreach efforts on the
gaming sector.
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See our short video See our one-pager 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_GQaka-YmAE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_GQaka-YmAE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.ekoenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/EKOpixel-Leaflet-2-Presentation-EKOenergy-English-compressed.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_GQaka-YmAE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.ekoenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/EKOpixel-Leaflet-2-Presentation-EKOenergy-English-compressed.pdf
https://www.ekoenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/EKOpixel-Leaflet-2-Presentation-EKOenergy-English-compressed.pdf
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Merve Güngör participated in the bilingual
Cypriot radio program Αντίστροφοι Πόλοι /
Zıt Kutuplar, which focuses on the
importance of cooperation in the fight
against nature degradation and climate
change.

SustaiNews interviewed Merve Güngör about
Energy Attribute Certificates and ecolabels.
The full interview is available on the Think RE
YouTube channel. the short trailer on our
social media.

EKOenergy’s work was represented on a
poster at the venue of the Climate Action
Network Europe's General Assembly.

The Finnish energy company Porvoon
Energia published an informative article in
their customer magazine about our ecolabel
and EKOenergy-labelled heat in Finnish and
Swedish.

Our volunteer María Quero Fernandez was
interviewed on the Spanish radio
programme Ecogestiona. The topic was our
ecolabel and the tangible results of
EKOenergy's Climate Fund. She was joined
by the Commercial Director Javier Del Fraile
Tejedor from Gesternova, one of
EKOenergy’s authorised sellers.

GO2 Markets published an article about
additionality and the role of labels, it
includes an interview with Steven Vanholme
from the EKOenergy Secretariat.

Providing information across
various media

We are always happy to spread information
about renewable energy use, and we're thankful
to all those who helped us reach a broader
audience in 2022. 
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https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ekoenergy-ecolabel_sustainability-communication-climateaction-activity-6897837715153317888-V0-j
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ekoenergy-ecolabel_sustainability-communication-climateaction-activity-6897837715153317888-V0-j
https://youtu.be/uUNKRMsnNF0
https://youtube.com/watch?v=uUNKRMsnNF0&feature=shares
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ekoenergy-ecolabel_green-certificates-ecolabels-interview-activity-6901446139556483072-CGtU
https://www.ekoenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/EKOenergy-Article-Porvoon-Energia-2022_compressed.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ekoenergy-ecolabel_gesternova-mesdeekoenergia-activity-6984472343712575488-F6_h
https://medium.com/@go2-markets/additionality-and-eco-labels-3dd702659361


We contributed to the paper "Action Plan for
Businesses in China: How to cover your
consumption with renewable electricity"
published by ThinkRE, one of our authorised
sellers. Merve Güngör from our Secretariat
wrote the first chapter which outlines the
options for renewable energy procurement
and additional ways to make positive impact.

The Clean Energy Buyers Alliance (CEBA)
regularly informs corporate clean energy
buyers of the state of clean energy markets
around the world. We provided input to the
CEBA Global Procurement Update.

Steven Vanholme gave a short presentation
about how our ecolabel helps consumers
increase their positive impact at a webinar
organised by the World Wind Energy
Association.

Merve Güngör from our Secretariat gave a
guest lecture about renewable energy
markets to the students of the Technische
Universität Bergakademie Freiberg.

The Finnish Association for Nature
Conservation published an article about the
contribution of European Solidarity Corps
volunteers at our office (in print).

We sent a total of 13 newsletters in 2022. All
our earlier leaflets can be reached on the
newsletter archive on our website.
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Our work is recognised
internationally

GoodFestival selected EKOenergy ecolabel
as one of their “Good 100”, and our work
was presented at the festival’s 8th edition on
14 October at the Olympic Museum in
Lausanne, Switzerland. GoodFestival’s
mission is to identify projects that are
making a positive impact in people’s lives.

Presentation in Lithuanian

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=haf9CIx7M2k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=haf9CIx7M2k
https://www.think-renewable.com/studies/china-paper
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ekoenergy-ecolabel_the-ekoenergy-ecolabel-creates-additional-activity-6991318890202976256-PvBm
https://youtu.be/tDMjBw3_NZ0
https://youtube.com/watch?v=tDMjBw3_NZ0&feature=shares
https://www.ekoenergy.org/news/newsletter-archive/
https://www.goodfestival.ch/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=haf9CIx7M2k
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Though we conduct most of our work online,
every year we carefully select events to join in
person. These events are consumer-oriented and
they allow us to meet tens of relevant
stakeholders within a short amount of time. We
prioritise conferences that are not actively
frequented by other environmental organisations
and those we can actively contribute to.

REC Market Meeting 2022: As in previous years,
EKOenergy was a proud supporting association of
the REC Market Meeting, which took place on the
5th and 6th of April. With nearly 500 attendees,
the conference was fully booked. It was inspiring
to meet many of our authorised sellers and other
renewable energy enthusiasts. We are proud that
several speakers referred to our ecolabel as a
good and pragmatic tool to create additional
positive impact.

C O N F E R E N C E S
W E  J O I N E D  I N
2 0 2 2

EKOenergy was particularly involved in the
organisation of the REC Market Meeting's C-
stream sessions. These sessions focused on
basic information about tracking systems and
how they are being used in practice, while at the
same time highlighting new developments.

Merve Güngör from EKOenergy moderated the
session "An introduction to reporting
consumption to CDP and RE100" and Steven
Vanholme from EKOenergy moderated the
session "EAC standards that support the energy
transition and climate action".
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https://recs.org/recs-market-meeting


RE-Source Conference: EKOenergy was a proud
partner association of the RE-Source conference
once again. RE-Source 2022 took place in
Amsterdam on the 6th and 7th of October and
focused on the latest developments in sourcing
renewable energy, with a particular emphasis on
PPAs (Power Purchase Agreements). The RE-
Source conferences are among the biggest
gatherings of corporate buyers and clean energy
suppliers, offering plenty of opportunities for
learning, discussions and meetings. Merve
Güngör, who attended the conference from our
Secretariat, travelled to Amsterdam over land
instead of flying.

I-REC Standard Conference: EKOenergy was a
supporting association of the first I-REC Standard
Conference which took place in Bangkok, Thailand,
on the 1st and 2nd of November 2022. The
Conference was an opportunity for I-REC
(International Renewable Energy Certificates)
market actors, facilitators, stakeholders, and
governmental agencies to gather.

In 2015, EKOenergy was among the first to
endorse certificates issued and redeemed in line
with the I-REC Standard as valid instruments to
prove the origin of electricity and avoid double
counting. It's great to see how the I-RECs are
contributing to the emergence of vibrant
renewable energy markets in more countries every
year. This conference marked another step in that
process.
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https://resource-platform.eu/re-source-2022-event/
https://www.irecstandard.org/i-rec-standard-conference-2022/#/


JOINING FORCES
WITH OTHER
ORGANISATIONS

After a decade of fruitful cooperation, we
have officially joined RECS Energy Certificate
Association as a member.

EKOenergy is a member of the IRENA
Coalition for Action. Merve Güngör from
EKOenergy has co-authored the second
chapter of their paper "Decarbonising end-
use sectors: Green hydrogen certification".
This chapter gives an overview of
considerations for the creation of green
hydrogen certification, outlines the benefits
and challenges of establishing green
hydrogen certificates based on different
custody chains and highlights lessons learnt
from tracking systems for renewable
electricity.

Some of our team joined a demonstration
organised by the Finnish Association for
Nature Conservation to remind the Finnish
government of the priorities for the 2023
budget: stop subsidies that fuel the climate
crisis and invest in a fast and fair energy
transition instead.   

While we mainly focus on the promotion of
renewable energy in direct contact with
consumers and energy companies, we regularly
support climate initiatives and renewable energy
campaigns of other, like-minded organisations
and networks. Here are some examples: 
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https://recs.org/member/ekoenergy/
https://coalition.irena.org/-/media/Files/IRENA/Coalition-for-Action/Publication/IRENA_Green_Hydrogen_Certification_Brief_2022.pdf
https://twitter.com/EKOenergy_/status/1564925578247118848
https://twitter.com/EKOenergy_/status/1564925578247118848


Together with 23 other groups and
organisations, we co-signed a letter to the
Members of the European Parliament, asking
them to align taxation schemes with the
polluter pays principle.

We joined forces with the other Climate Action
Network (CAN) members for the
#stopfakegreen campaign against fossil gas
being called green under the EU taxonomy.

We joined the March for the Forest in Helsinki,
together with 1000s of others, to draw
attention to the importance of forest
protection in regard to biodiversity and climate.

We signed a letter to the UNFCCC Secretariat,
asking them not to accept fossil sponsorships
and ban all fossil ads at the COP27 climate
conference. 

We continued to participate in the weekly
Fridays For Future gatherings in front of the
Finnish Parliament, to remind politicians that
we are in the middle of a climate crisis and they
should treat it as such.

.
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https://mailchi.mp/50ce53444974/voting-recommendations-for-opinion-report-on-etd-revision
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ekoenergy-ecolabel_reminder-fossil-gas-is-not-green-activity-6884795356031275008-Dpje?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://twitter.com/EKOenergy_/status/1573682800078868480
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/stop-fossil-sponsorship-and-ban-fossil-ads
https://www.instagram.com/p/CikDxDovyo-/


EKOENERGY'S

SECRETARIAT
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On 14 December, we celebrated the 10th
anniversary of our participation in the ESC
programme, in the presence of 2 representatives

EKOenergy’s Secretariat is embedded in the
Environmental Policy Unit of the Finnish Association
for Nature Conservation. 

The full-time employees of the Secretariat were
Steven Vanholme and Merve Güngör. At the end of
2022, we recruited Laura Blomberg who joined the
team in January 2023 as EKOenergy’s Climate Fund
coordinator. 

To support our work, we engage volunteers and
trainees from different countries. EKOenergy’s
Secretariat is an active partner in the European
Solidarity Corps programme (ESC). This allows us to
host long-term volunteers from the EU and
neighbouring countries. This way, we give young
people the opportunity to engage in climate action
and learn skills that are relevant to their future
careers. Our volunteers get to carry out meaningful
tasks in an international team and we get valuable
help to spread the word about renewable energy in
many languages. 

In 2022 we hosted 14 ESC volunteers: Andrea
Genergard (DE), Vasarė Gaupšaitė (LT), Icíar Begoña
Montes Gutiérrez (ES), Lucia Sardone (IT), Mariia
Ovsiannikova (RU), Quentin Le Thiec (FR), María
Quero Fernández (ES), Yelyzaveta Yakusheva (UA),
Liana Symonenko (UA), Milena Basso (IT), Margarita
Churaeva (PT), Aisling Ffrench (IE), Luzie Götze (DE)
and Federica Peruzzo (IT). 
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In addition to the team-building activities of
the Finnish Association for Nature
Conservation, such as nature walks, we also
joined a river restoration activity of the Finnish
Society for River Protection (Virho) and
participated in a football match with the
Finnish Association for Nature Conservation
(FANC), Greenpeace Finland and WWF. 
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AUDITS AND

ENVIRONMENTAL

MANAGEMENT

We have mitigated the carbon impact of all travel
by EKOenergy staff and volunteers via the carbon
capture portfolio of Compensate. Our contribution
is used to support an agroforestry project in Peru,
a forest protection project in Zambia, and an
innovative biochar project in Germany. 

Our office participates in the EcoCompass, an
environmental management system (EMS) to help
businesses and organisations identify the most
relevant environmental impacts and help them
become more sustainable. 

EKOenergy's financial report for 2021 was audited
in April 2022 by Eeva Koivula KHT, JHT and Pertti
Hiltunen, KHT from the accounting and auditing
company BDO Finland Oy. The audit report, which  

is submitted to and approved by the Council of
the Finnish Association for Nature Conservation,
is available in Finnish. Our accounts of 2022 will
be checked by the same auditors.

We started a process with EY (Ernst & Young
Global Limited) to make a gap analysis of
EKOenergy’s alignment with ISO 14020
(Environmental labels and declarations - General
principles) and ISO 14024, (Environmental labels
and declarations — Type I environmental labelling
- Principles and procedures). EKOenergy’s goal is
to make our work and our criteria conform to the
requirements of these ISO Standards. The gap
analysis will be available in early 2023.  

of the Finnish Agency for Education, which
coordinates the ESC Programme in Finland. To
remember and celebrate all our previous
volunteers, we shared photos from the past 10
years for 10 weeks on our social media.

http://www.compensate.com/
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EKOenergy Secretariat c/o Finnish Association for Nature Conservation
Itälahdenkatu 22 b A, 
00210 Helsinki, Finland

info@ekoenergy.org
www.ekoenergy.org
+358 50 5687385 (Steven Vanholme)
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CONTACT US


